
February 6, 2023

Welcome to the first full week of February!

Before talking about some logistics for this month, I would like to take a moment to send out a
HUGE congratulations to three of our GDPE faculty for being named 2022 AAAS Fellows! Join me
in celebrating:

Gillian Bowser (ESS)
Chris Funk (Biology)
Melinda Laituri (ESS)

Ok! With the semester in full swing, there are several deadlines approaching. There have been
emails going out reminding folks about graduation (GS25's), recruitment events, research & travel
grants, progress reports (past due!) and more. Make sure you check the deadline section below for
many of those dates.

Thanks to all who attended our first DE Seminar of the
semester with Dr. Ambika Kamath! We had a great
turnout and a fun reception afterward. We have a bit of
a break before our next DE speaker: Dr. Emily Stanley
will be sharing their thoughts on "Ecological frontiers:
looking back to look forward” on March 22.

Don't forget to check out the GDPE Events Calendar
for other upcoming activities!

      

GDPE EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
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https://twitter.com/CSU_Ecology
https://www.instagram.com/csu_gdpe/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBaXsP-2pupNYPQglzjb4hw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/graduate-degree-program-in-ecology/about/
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https://ecology.colostate.edu/


Participate in FRSES!
The Front Range Student Ecology Symposium (FRSES) will be hosted at the Lory Student
Center February 23-24, 2023, with opportunities for all undergraduate and graduate ecology
researchers. Our keynote speaker will be Dr. Danielle Ignace, an ecophysiologist, science
communicator, and an advocate for Indigenous voices in STEM. Find out more about Dr. Ignace at
her website.  For more event information and to get involved, check out our
website https://frses.org and follow us on Twitter @CSU_frses.

GDPE Social Chairs Ryleigh and Anna are hosting
a Valentine Card Making social event this
Thursday at Stodgy Brewing.

Don't have a valentine this year? No worries!
Come create a thank you card for your favorite
GDPE faculty member, family member, friend, or
yourself. Or just come by to enjoy a drink and
pleasant conversation.

Materials will be provided, though feel free to bring
anything from home.

GDPE Event Calendar

DEADLINES

GDPE Deadlines
February 1 - GDPE Student Annual Progress Report (this is past due, but we are still missing
many)
February 14 - GDPE Small Research Grant Proposals due
February 28 - GDPE Travel & Professional Development Grants due

Other Deadlines
February 6 - Q3 GSC Professional Development and Supply Grant
February 9 - Deadline to Apply to Graduate for SPRING 2023 GRADUATES. Access the form
on RAMweb.
March 2 - Deadline for SUMMER 2023 GRADUATES to apply for graduation and be listed in the
Spring Commencement program

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ignacelab.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CElizabeth.Diaz-Clark%40colostate.edu%7C28bc2ff3f913468ece5008dabad753b2%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638027731246154137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sb22KC%2Bb7gQJDCvnTWGX1uF4knrtKMHs2Zf0bDAtuvc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffrses.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CElizabeth.Diaz-Clark%40colostate.edu%7C28bc2ff3f913468ece5008dabad753b2%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638027731246154137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9drkmjv7UMCBE%2F0tnXhYYoI%2BXArBWzkpVE8pF%2BNIMtw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fcsu_frses&data=05%7C01%7CElizabeth.Diaz-Clark%40colostate.edu%7C28bc2ff3f913468ece5008dabad753b2%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638027731246154137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W5Oq%2FhOScZkVoTf3UX5ELXdET8cfOqYHz4a5UqMiCdo%3D&reserved=0
https://ecology.colostate.edu/events-test/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001VXl7qp3AVoaD1TrUEOvDLX_N1pi2XEfOcIcFHFsxId3u6S8AOb_4oSKLZt0chOyHwlJd1BITmV8-yzLqagXykkvb80j367d0dfAhYstAj7i7MJ9N0-3sgVhlehwUECwSqH3IoPY5_o5inePKq8T0PQ%3D%3D%26c%3DKhIZRR8kGOoV-DeBkrcpL8OTDXZ1XG0iuiOs5pIY_tCWJjtpoLnT6g%3D%3D%26ch%3DMgnzo0bz_38UrAOz_t1qr-slpM_6I_25HpM6fy3cvCtwq1c-JSQgFA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cjosie.smith%40colostate.edu%7Caafd449acbba4687d9f008d9e4f050e4%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C637792543076580394%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VKOauh%2Fu5v9F051y9OE73dn%2Bob8VsoyFjgO34J9D7xo%3D&reserved=0


Find all of the deadline details on the CSU Graduate School's website here.
Find all of the registration details on the CSU Registrar's website here.

ECOLOGY & CSU EVENTS

CSU Extension offering 90+ paid summer
internships for undergrad and grad students

Undergraduate and graduate students have the
opportunity to spend their summers getting hands-
on experience studying pollinators on green
roofs, documenting the experiences of migrant
farm workers, teaching youth about the natural
world, using drones to research innovative
agriculture techniques, and so much more.

Apply here

Ecological Society of America 2023 Annual Meeting
ESA invites abstracts for contributed presentations (talks and posters) for the 2023 Annual Meeting,
which will take place August 6-11 in Portland, Oregon.
Abstracts are encouraged to address the meeting theme ESA for All Ecologists  if appropriate but
doing so is not necessary. Abstract submissions are due Thursday, February 23. More information
here.

Ecological Society of America Webinars

Alt-Academic Career Q&A I - February 8 register here
Join ESA's Early Career Ecologists Section for the first of two panels exploring diverse career
pathways in ecology. See how some early career scientists got into their current fields, and get
advice for how you can pursue a similar pathway.
Featuring:
* Cari Ficken, Sustainability Project Manager, New York Power Authority
* Madeline Strom, Instructional Designer, University of Arizona
* Pacifica Sommers, Metagenomics Data Scientist, Bayer Crop Science

Alt-Academic Career Q&A II - February 9 register here
Join ESA's Early Career Ecologists Section for the second of two panels exploring diverse career
pathways in ecology. See how some early career scientists got into their current fields, and get
advice for how you can pursue a similar pathway.
Featuring:
* Kristen Emmett, ORISE Fellow, USDA Forest Service
* Cait Rottler, New Mexico Climate Adaptation Specialist, South Central Climate Adaptation Science
Center
* Avery Scherer, Senior Ecologist, Cramer Fish Sciences

Graduate School
The Spring 2023 Graduate Professional Development Series offers an excellent selection of Lunch
and Learns and Virtual Speakers. From sessions designed to help you communicate more clearly
to sessions designed to help your success on the job market, the Graduate School encourages
you to prioritize your professional growth and well-being.

Communicating Research to Non-Experts, hosted by Colorado School of Mines - February 8
Register here.
Research has many stakeholders not educated in your discipline. Effectively communicating your

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001dAX-Fzitt-OiXJb8M5fdS-6toAX4CYGRJ9jCMPoTamDIVYLJwG-vezXl_I-ATh4cLuTcwSoo_Cv5M3i6i5dTTaVnGizuCqWIeOkSIXkgnDyhfqxEpfTChltvU4AVenFufoH2N0U2b_UqbVjWRPy8jW9Dzst9BuUZDquAlRs0KT9igmV7BWcFvg%3D%3D%26c%3DE8AAxYDU8FLC6J5OvnBgph7GPtsS2CKnpVZ6d1az7bdMuf8pleXq1Q%3D%3D%26ch%3D2iZL6lxdhCUh8wqfHehJK2sN8s6j5-bTGvZppsWHXxh7-QOVFBKr1g%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cjosie.smith%40colostate.edu%7Caafd449acbba4687d9f008d9e4f050e4%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C637792543076580394%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=yRGeaxr3bTVByG2WKJti3S2z2DPBqqUc9LPhZGOIbqE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001VXl7qp3AVoaD1TrUEOvDLX_N1pi2XEfOcIcFHFsxId3u6S8AOb_4oZbizf6B7SZDIT9A22bfSwoWQIWIWezapY8Jf5fxx7XcdRpUb0wLY6bXDs_SqcCqs1I39QQMN6tRHnM8Y6b9IhBN9gC90DQqKy0y3d5URTsnQOEYH7UFOuA8wlvaF1Uqtw%3D%3D%26c%3DKhIZRR8kGOoV-DeBkrcpL8OTDXZ1XG0iuiOs5pIY_tCWJjtpoLnT6g%3D%3D%26ch%3DMgnzo0bz_38UrAOz_t1qr-slpM_6I_25HpM6fy3cvCtwq1c-JSQgFA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7Cjosie.smith%40colostate.edu%7Caafd449acbba4687d9f008d9e4f050e4%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C637792543076580394%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AZl60Vd7%2FiidXDS79XEwAkHqeG%2B7%2BW7LYGVXaU3368U%3D&reserved=0
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https://intern.colostate.edu/internships_2023/documenting-the-experiences-of-migrant-farm-workers-in-the-western-colorado-fruit-growing-industry/
https://intern.colostate.edu/internships_2023/developing-and-delivering-youth-environmental-education-in-jefferson-county/
https://intern.colostate.edu/internships_2023/developing-and-delivering-youth-environmental-education-in-jefferson-county/
https://intern.colostate.edu/
https://www.esa.org/portland2023/call-for-proposals/call-for-contributed-abstracts/?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ESA&_zs=Jq0dm&_zl=sPjP2
https://esa.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hmcg0wVYQhaJHgg8GQEvFg
https://esa.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fMiAky8_THi1Uv8Xoq2ooQ
https://libcal.mines.edu/event/10095668


research and interests to people unfamiliar with your field is an important skill. When you embed in
a research group and interact with experts it might seem like everyone knows the jargon, but this is
not true. You might also think that to solve this problem you need to “dumb it down” but this is also
untrue, your audience isn’t dumb. To be effective at communicating research, you need to
transcend barriers in language and jargon. This workshop led by Seth Vuletich (Scholarly
Communications Librarian) will help you to understand how to effectively communicate your
research to non-experts and why it is necessary.

Global water availability boosted by
vegetation-driven changes in
atmospheric moisture transport
Nature Geoscience - October 2022

GDPE faculty Anping Chen and team's
analysis of observation-based atmospheric
moisture transport data shows that
vegetation change over the past two
decades has limited the decline in global
water availability by enhancing rainfall over
evapotranspiration.

Image provided by Anping Chen

Image provided by Peder Engelstad

Invaders at the doorstep: Using
species distribution modeling to
enhance invasive plant watch lists
Ecological Informatics - 2023

Many invasive plant species with predicted
habitat suitability are as yet unobserved in
land management areas but combining
occurrence records with predicted suitability
maps can identify invaders 'at the doorstep'
of management areas. This novel type of list
building can be used to help guide Early
Detection and Rapid Response efforts.

Check out this recent article from several of
our GDPE community members: Peder
Engelstad, Ian Pearse, and Helen Sofaer.

Neuromodulation and differential
learning across mosquito species
Proceedings of the Royal Society B:
Biological Sciences - January 2023

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41561-022-01061-7
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1574954123000262?via%3Dihub
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rspb.2022.2118


A recent study by GDPE student Lizzy
Rylance and her team suggests that the
evolution of species-specific host
preferences in mosquitoes may have co-
evolved with differences in dopaminergic
innervation to the antennal lobe.

Image provided by Anping Chen

The detection and attribution of
extreme reductions in vegetation
growth across the global land
surface
Global Change Biology - January 2023

Negative extreme anomalies in vegetation
growth (NEGs) resulting from natural and
anthropogenic causes, including climate
extremes (CEs), often imply severely
impaired ecosystem services. Using
satellite-derived vegetation index data and
supporting tree-ring chronologies, GDPE
faculty Anping Chen and Alan Knapp,
with their team, identified NEGs from 1981
to 2015 across the global land, among
which 70% were attributable to five types
of CEs and their combinations.

Prior to winter break, a publication from a GDPE faculty member  Phil Cafaro that attributes global
biodiversity loss to overpopulation was listed in this section. A group of engaged students and
several faculty members would like to highlight their disagreement with the publication as it supports
the application of population-reduction solutions that can perpetuate harm and discriminatory
practices towards historically marginalized communities. To acknowledge and encourage dialogue
on this issue, we link two response papers to the original publication (Green et al., 2022; Hughes et
al., 2023) and a subsequent response from the authors of the original publication. Our hope is to
continue dialogue on the matter moving forward as we work as a community to educate ourselves
and each other.

Let us know about your recent publications!

We are trying to highlight the great and diverse science that our faculty and students are doing. If
you have recently published an article, please fill out the form linked below and our SciCom Fellow,
Josie Otto, will add you to our new Recent Publications section above. We can also feature your
work on our website!

Please note that inclusion of events and publications in the Digest is not an endorsement by GDPE

Share you Recent Publication

We want your feedback! Do you have comments or suggestions about how your GDPE
experience can improve? Let us know! Contact your ExCom Student Representatives, Mel Morado
and Erin Weingarten to provide your feedback.

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/gcb.16595
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320722001999
http://www.sustainable.soltechdesigns.com/a-response-to-cafaro.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320722003949?casa_token=VAchmaALpTAAAAAA:BPudFsnowr_siv0TOv-0b-QGxdKTMI8w9PzpmYlliZ0MNoYi9ILMorF2_6i5MuE5cl9Jxlk9
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_0IPcJIv2aeY6b3rzHXXyhPY5ySVuQ1H/view
mailto:josie.smith@colostate.edu
https://forms.office.com/r/P48iFiPVWp
mailto:Mel.Morado@colostate.edu
mailto:erin.weingarten@colostate.edu


Stay in touch by tagging GDPE  in your posts and photos on Twitter - @CSU_Ecology and use
hashtags #GDPE and #CSU_Ecology. We'd be happy to help highlight your research!

GDPE Social Listserv - Please make sure to sign up here for the GDPE Social Listserv to keep up
with all the fun events we have planned this year!

Submit Photos

We want your photos! What are you up to, how is your field and lab work? Share them with us here.

GRANTS & JOBS

Postdoc Positions
PDRA 1 & PDRA 2
The PDRA will co-lead a two-year project, supporting Natural England to produce a red squirrel
recovery plan in England. There will be a focus on building quantitative models that can capture and
project interactions between competing species (grey squirrels, red squirrels, and predators), as
well as between hosts and parasites. These models will be adapted to project outcomes of a range
of alternative management strategies. The role will also include organising stakeholder planning
workshops, and applying various decision support tools including expert elicitation, risk analyses
and values trade-offs. More information here.

Postdoctoral Fellow: Structured Decision Making for Managing Chronic Wasting Disease 
This postdoc will work as part of an interdisciplinary team on a USDA–APHIS-funded project,
“Structured Decision Making for Managing Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD)”, that aims to (1) review
current state and regional CWD surveillance programs and management strategies to compare
objectives and data collection approaches, (2) evaluate surveillance design trade-offs and determine
optimal sampling strategies, and (3) identify willing stakeholders and experts to participate in a
series of meetings to develop a structure decision making (SDM) approach to optimize CWD
management in regions with shared management objectives.
To apply or if you have any questions, please contact Dr. Larissa Bailey
(Larissa.bailey@colostate.edu)

Submit Job Announcement
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