
December 11, 2023

Greetings, all!
I got to meet with many of the first year students and their peer mentors last week at a potluck and it
was so delightful to catch up and get to know some folks better. Our Science Communication Fellow
Josie Otto is doing amazing work as Lead mentor getting everything organized! Thanks, Josie, and
all the mentors for helping improve the program, and all the first year students for throwing
themselves in and getting involved.

We have a great bunch of ECOL 592s for the spring, including a new one on Genetic Rescue (see
flier just below). I also wanted to remind folks that I"ll be teaching ECOL 693 section 2, with a focus
on writing research proposals for your committee, but with modifications for people who have
already done that (writing grant proposals or manuscripts up for publication). I'm aiming to make the
class as concretely useful as possible to everyone who takes it.

Congrats on making it to the end of another good semester!
Best,
Ruth
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GDPE EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

FRSES Meeting
The Front Range Student Ecology Symposium (FRSES), an annual student-led conference held at
CSU, will meet biweekly on Mondays from 12-1PM in NR 142. The next all-member meeting will be
held December 11.

ECOLOGY SEMINARS AND CONFERENCES

Front Range Student Ecology
Symposium - 30th
Anniversary
Register now for FRSES, held
at CSU on February 1-2, 2024.

The priority deadline for
submitting abstracts is
December 1st. Students who
submit their abstract by the
priority deadline will be
informed of their acceptance by
Friday, December 8th. The
abstract submission form will
close once capacity is
reached (45 oral
presentations; 50 poster
presentations) or on January
15th, whichever comes first.

Click here for more details.

Entomological Society of America - North Central Branch Meeting
The North Central Branch meeting of the Entomological Society of America takes place in Fort
Collins on March 24-27, 2024. Abstracts and registration are now open. The deadline for
submissions is December 15. You just have to be a registered member of Ent. Soc (fee associated)
and be apart of the North Central Branch (no fee associated) and register for the meeting to attend.

Click here for more details.

NON-ECOLOGY CSU EVENTS

NREL Writes
Julie Heinrichs, an NREL scientist affiliated with GDPE as well,
Kristina Quynn and Kimi Conro from CSU Writes together offer
Wednesday AM “Show up and Write” sessions (9-12), and
they’re inviting GDPE students and faculty members to join in.
There’s also a Dec 11-13 three day writing retreat. They’re on
MS Teams, so you can write from wherever, with a
accountability and community built in.
 
See flier attached! (the pdf version has the live MS Teams link,
or just use this!)

https://frses.org/
https://entsoc.org/membership/branches/northcentral/meeting
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NWM1ODQ5MDAtODUwYy00YmYxLTgxZjItODgxNjJkNmI1MTg5%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522afb58802-ff7a-4bb1-ab21-367ff2ecfc8b%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252275a7607f-1cf2-420a-849c-9249d295529a%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7CJosie.Smith%40colostate.edu%7Cfdf83f7f91fa4988f0d408dbe05ef082%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638350470680024553%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KKOeROHZkO8VQXmJKHBoSSbUVQFq5UYJO%2B5LQFiKWuY%3D&reserved=0


Best Practices in Teaching - Graduate Students
Some of the most popular programs we offer, our Best
Practices in Teaching (BPiT) courses, are coming soon!

These three-week courses are designed to enrich your teaching
skills while operating asynchronously in Canvas, with most of the
work happening on your own schedule. During these courses,
you’ll have the opportunity to explore, apply, and discuss

research-based teaching approaches based on the Teaching Effectiveness Framework. Plan to
dedicate 4-5 hours per week to assignments, discussions, readings, and meaningful interactions
with fellow educators across campus. To see what other workshops are offered this semester, click
here.

Agrivoltaic arrays can maintain semi-arid grassland
productivity and extend the seasonality of forage quality
Applied Energy - February 2024 Issue

In their recent publication, GDPE members Matt Sturchio,
Steve Kannenberg, and Alan Knapp assessed patterns of
productivity and forage quality of a grassland beneath an
agrivoltaic system and found that simulated grazing resulted in a
compensatory effect, with productivity sometimes exceeding
that of the control site and forage protein content increasing
later in the growing season.

Agrivoltaic System
Photo provided by Matt Sturchio

Study: Light pollution is luring birds to cities – and
sometimes to their deaths
CSU Source - December 2023

"In the largest study of its kind, published in Nature
Communications, scientists used weather radar data to map
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https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-023-43046-z


Rose-breasted grosbeaks like this
one were among the nearly 1,000
birds that died in a single night in

October after colliding with the
McCormick Place Convention Center

building in Chicago.
Photo by Kyle Horton

bird stopover density in the United States and found that artificial
light is a top indicator of where birds will land. City lights lure
birds into what can be an ecological trap, said lead author Kyle
Horton, an assistant professor in Colorado State University’s
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Conservation Biology." Read
more of this press release here.

Bringing NEON Data into the Classroom: Lessons from
ESA
NEON Observatory Blog - December 2023

The availability of large, open data sets is changing the way
ecology can be taught. Open data from the NEON program and
other large ecology networks are a potential goldmine for
undergraduate and graduate educators.
Presenters at this summer's Ecological Society of America
conference, Josie Otto, Elizabeth Diaz-Clark, and Joe von
Fischer evaluated ways that NEON data are leveraged in
lesson plans and shared practical advice to help educators get
the most out of NEON's data products and abundant learning
resources.
Use of NEON data in the classroom has been spearheaded by
GDPE faculty member and ECOL610 Professor, Joe von
Fischer, and co-developed by GDPE members Josie Otto,
Katie Rocci, and Steve Kannenberg. Click here to read more.

Students in ECOL 610: Ecosystem
Ecology

Photo provided by Joe von Fischer

Share your Recent Publication or Research Highlight

GDPE Social Listserv - Please make sure to sign up here for the GDPE Social Listserv to keep up
with all the fun events we have planned this year!
GDPE Slack Channel - Join our GPDE Slack channel here.
GDPE Student Teams Channel - Join our Teams Channel here.

Submit Photos

We want your photos! What are you up to, how is your field and lab work? Share them with us here.

SPRING 2024 COURSES

Below are lists of courses available for next semester, along with the times they're being offered,
and how they fit into the curriculum. To find out who is teaching them, you can refer to the CSU
Class Schedule. Detailed descriptions of ECOL 592s are on the website!
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JOBS, FELLOWSHIPS, INTERNSHIPS

Assistant Professor of Environmental Science at Fresno State
Deadline December 31, 2023
Fresno State invites applications for a full-time, tenure-track position in the Department of Earth
and Environmental Sciences beginning in Fall 2024 at the Assistant Professor rank. A Ph.D. in
Environmental Science with a specialization in Watershed Science, Wetland Science, Forest
Ecosystems, Ecohydrology, Applied Ecology, or a closely related field, is required. Click here to
learn more.

Assistant Professor of Biology at Northern Michigan University
Deadline January 7, 2024
The Department of Biology at Northern Michigan University is seeking applications for an Assistant
Professor position to begin August 2024. This is a full time, 9-month, tenure-track faculty position
that requires a Ph.D. in any biological field. Click here to learn more.

Ewel Postdoctoral Fellowship in Ecology & Environmental Science
Deadline January 7, 2024
The John J. and Katherine C. Ewel Postdoctoral Fellowship Program in Ecology and Environmental
Science in the Tropics and Subtropics will enable a recent doctoral recipient to study tropical or
subtropical ecology and environmental sciences at the University of Florida (UF). The Fellow will
conduct research for an award period of two years with a UF faculty member in any department, in
any subdiscipline of ecology or environmental science. 
 
UF Ph.D. graduates and UF postdocs are not eligible to apply. Citizens of any country may apply.
Click here to learn more.

Submit a Job Announcement

 
 

https://careers.fresnostate.edu/en-us/job/531677/environmental-science-assistant-professor
https://careers.fresnostate.edu/en-us/job/531677/environmental-science-assistant-professor
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpostdoc.aa.ufl.edu%2Fprograms%2Fewel-postdoctoral-fellowship%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJosie.Smith%40colostate.edu%7C3739300a7b594c84a3b508dbcf5b1275%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638331762274220454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gW9qaVqbag6WOLerbOc55yr5BjOrN5rmZQfbQmxrJ4U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpostdoc.aa.ufl.edu%2Fprograms%2Fewel-postdoctoral-fellowship%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJosie.Smith%40colostate.edu%7C3739300a7b594c84a3b508dbcf5b1275%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638331762274220454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gW9qaVqbag6WOLerbOc55yr5BjOrN5rmZQfbQmxrJ4U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpostdoc.aa.ufl.edu%2Fprograms%2Fewel-postdoctoral-fellowship%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJosie.Smith%40colostate.edu%7C3739300a7b594c84a3b508dbcf5b1275%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638331762274220454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gW9qaVqbag6WOLerbOc55yr5BjOrN5rmZQfbQmxrJ4U%3D&reserved=0
https://ecology.colostate.edu/weekly-digest-submission/
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