
January 22, 2024

Good afternoon, GDPE!

We have a new semester and a new year ahead of us, full of exciting opportunities. It’s the
perfect time to reflect on some goals, and then make a plan to bring those goals to life! If
professional development is one of your goals, you're in luck because there are some
fantastic events right around the corner.

First up, the Front Range Student Ecology Symposium is happening next week [Feb. 1 - 2].
This event is a great way to support your community, network, and learn about all of the
amazing ecology research happening along the Front Range. There are more details below
(and on the FRSES website) so please take a moment to check them out.

Read through the digest for more details on our upcoming workshop all about communicating
scientific uncertainty [Feb. 19], as well as our first visiting Distinguished Ecologist of the
semester, Dr. Naomi Pierce [Feb. 28].

On the topic of goal-setting, the required Annual Student Progress Report is due next week
[Feb. 1]. The deadlines for the GDPE Research and Travel Grants are fast approaching as
well [Feb. 13 and Feb. 27, respectively].

Finally, as your new science communication fellow, I’d love to hear your input on the events
and workshops you want to see in the future. Please fill out this short survey to share
your thoughts. Whether you want to develop specific skills, tap into your creative side, or
possibly even facilitate a workshop of your own-- let's make it happen!

Hope you all have a great week,
Lizzy Rylance 

        

GDPE Event Calendar

DEADLINES

GDPE Deadlines
February 1 - The Annual Student Progress Report is due next week - see details here.
February 13 - GDPE Small Research Grant Proposals due

https://frses.org/
https://ecology.colostate.edu/distinguished-ecologists/
https://ecology.colostate.edu/progress-rpt-idp/
https://ecology.colostate.edu/funding/
https://forms.office.com/r/s8vuYh95wx
https://twitter.com/CSU_Ecology
https://www.instagram.com/csu_gdpe/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBaXsP-2pupNYPQglzjb4hw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/graduate-degree-program-in-ecology/about/
mailto:ecology@colostate.edu
https://ecology.colostate.edu/events-test/
https://ecology.colostate.edu/progress-rpt-idp/
https://ecology.colostate.edu/funding/
https://ecology.colostate.edu/


February 27 - GDPE Travel & Professional Development Grants due
March 22 - GDPE Student Awards due

Other Deadlines
January 26 - Q3 GSC Professional Development and Supply Grant
February 8 - Deadline to Apply to Graduate for SPRING 2024 GRADUATES. Access the form on
RAMweb.
March 15 - Sigma Xi Grains in Aid of Research

Find all of the deadline details on the CSU Graduate School's website here.
Find all of the registration details on the CSU Registrar's website here. 

GDPE EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

GDPE Research, Travel, and Training Grants
Have you applied for a GDPE grant yet? These grants are open to all GDPE students and help
support a variety of needs. Earn up to $2000 toward graduate research projects and up to $750 for
professional development and travel opportunities. The deadline for the research grant is Feb. 13,
and the deadline for the travel and training grant is Feb. 27. Learn more here.

FRSES Needs Volunteers!
Volunteer for FRSES 2024
We are recruiting volunteers to moderate
sessions and work the check-in table. Please
visit the following link to volunteer your time! 
 
Serve as a Judge for FRSES 2024
We are recruiting judges for our oral and poster
presentations. Judges may be faculty, post-
docs, graduate students*, or community
members. Please visit the following link to
volunteer your time! *Graduate students are
only eligible to judge undergraduate research
projects.

GDPE Workshop:
​Communicating Scientific Uncertainty
Join us for our first GDPE science
communication workshop of the semester! As
scientists, we have a huge role to play in
determining how the public interprets and
understands our research. In this interactive
workshop, you will learn how to navigate the
tricky task of communicating uncertainty to
different audiences.

The workshop will be held on Monday,
February 19th, from 1-3pm in WCNR 345 and
facilitated by Dr. Nicole Kelp, Assistant
Professor of Microbiology, Immunology, and
Pathology at CSU.

Distinguished Ecologist Seminar
Please join GDPE in welcoming our Visiting
Distinguished Ecologist, Dr. Naomi Pierce for
her talk "On wings and wavelengths, and how
an analysis of butterfly scales can lead to

https://ecology.colostate.edu/funding/
https://ecology.colostate.edu/graduate-student-awards/
https://ramweb.colostate.edu/registrar/Public/Login.aspx
https://www.sigmaxi.org/programs/grants-in-aid-of-research/apply
https://graduateschool.colostate.edu/deadline-dates/
https://registrar.colostate.edu/registration/
https://ecology.colostate.edu/funding/
https://colostate-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/personal/josismi_colostate_edu/Documents/FRSES/Volunteer Tracking Doc.xlsx?d=w9c18d0f9a50c469d8244d3075f6f8661&csf=1&web=1&e=3uFmxm
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2Fh7CMTDaZK4ZQZZfj8&data=05%7C01%7CJosie.Smith%40colostate.edu%7C946e906777c54bb78eb608dbe7a34cbe%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638358460781777065%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=636cA54Rifjhes%2BS6SV5%2FYF2%2FIjiNCrXcbXAzMticTo%3D&reserved=0


climate change solutions". The seminar will be
held Wednesday, February 28th at 4:00pm in
the LSC University Ballroom. Refreshments will
be served from 3:30-4:00pm. There will be a
reception directly following the seminar at
5:00pm. We hope to see you all there!

FRONT RANGE STUDENT ECOLOGY SYMPOSIUM

Front Range Student Ecology Symposium -
30th Anniversary

FRSES is next week! Come celebrate the 30th
anniversary of the Front Range Student Ecology
Symposium on February 1st-2nd at Lory
Student Center. Showcase your work and
network in a friendly and supportive peer
environment.

Click here to register for the event and learn
more about the keynote speakers, Dr. Chrissy
Alba and Dr. Olivia Messinger.

NON-ECOLOGY CSU EVENTS

Best Practices in Teaching - Graduate Students
Some of the most popular programs we offer, our Best
Practices in Teaching (BPiT) courses, are starting soon!

These three-week courses are designed to enrich your teaching
skills while operating asynchronously in Canvas, with most of the
work happening on your own schedule. During these courses,
you’ll have the opportunity to explore, apply, and discuss

research-based teaching approaches based on the Teaching Effectiveness Framework. Plan to
dedicate 4-5 hours per week to assignments, discussions, readings, and meaningful interactions
with fellow educators across campus. To see what other workshops are offered this semester, click
here.

Inclusive STEM Teaching Project
The Inclusive STEM Teaching program is designed to advance
the awareness, self-efficacy, and ability of STEM faculty,
postdocs, graduate students, and staff to cultivate inclusive
learning environments for all their students and to develop
themselves as reflective, inclusive practitioners.

NOTE: Please register with Edx and select CSU as a local

https://frses.org/
https://tilt.colostate.edu/prodev/best-practices-in-teaching/
https://tilt.colostate.edu/prodev/teaching-effectiveness/tef/
https://tilt.colostate.edu/events/categories/professional-development/best-practices-in-teaching/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edx.org%2Flearn%2Fteacher-training%2Fboston-university-the-inclusive-stem-teaching-project&data=05%7C01%7CJosie.Smith%40colostate.edu%7C3179884ab9484dc4a9df08dbf6ac266e%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638374991789614922%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PtWKWPE2S%2FwkspnHR6hM3MlqDHYEm3uZEZaXsLmx4K4%3D&reserved=0


community.

SOGES: Perspectives on COP28

CSU faculty and student directors who
participated in the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change in Dubai, the
United Arab Emirates (COP28), will talk about
their experiences at the conference, outcomes
from COP28, and why there is reason for
optimism around climate change solutions and
the future.

February 7th from 5:00-6:30 p.m. at Avogadro's
Number. More details here.

Proximity to Roads Does Not Modify Inorganic Nitrogen
Deposition in a Topographically Complex, High Traffic,
Subalpine Forest
Water, Air, & Soil Pollution - December 2023

Summary provided by GDPE members Katie Rocci,
Francesca Cotrufo, and Jill Baron.

Vehicles are an important source for N deposition that may
negatively impact roadside ecosystems. While elevated
roadside N deposition has been found in many locations, it is
not yet known if vehicle emissions cause measurable increases
of N deposition in complex, mountainous terrain adjacent to
roads. To address this, this study investigated the effect of
vehicle N emissions on throughfall (through trees) and open N
deposition in a high traffic corridor in mountainous terrain of
Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado, USA. We measured
bulk (wet + dry) atmospheric N deposition in throughfall and
open samplers along two transects of 750 (throughfall) and 225
(open) m moving away from the road using ion exchange resin
(IER) collectors. Contrary to most studies of roadside N
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https://sustainability.colostate.edu/event/managing-the-planet_2-07-2024/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11270-023-06762-2


deposition, we found no influence of road proximity on inorganic
N deposition in throughfall or open sites, possibly due to terrain
complexity. These findings do not negate vehicles as a local
source of N emissions but suggest elevated N deposition
adjacent to busy roads cannot be assumed for complex terrains.

Share your Recent Publication or Research Highlight

SPRING 2024 COURSES

It's not too late to sign up for spring courses! Below are lists of courses available for this semester,
along with the times they're being offered, and how they fit into the curriculum. To find out who is
teaching them, you can refer to the CSU Class Schedule. Detailed descriptions of ECOL 592s are
on the website. Registration closes on January 31st.

Newly added!

ECOL 592-006: Academia for Ecologists
Thinking about an academic career path but not
sure what that would actually entail? In this
discussion-based seminar course, we will
explore every non-science aspect of an
academic’s professional life. We will learn about
the university systems that we all live within,
how it operates, who is involved, and how it
came to be. We will learn about the economics
of being an academic, whether it is about
running one’s own lab, managing grants, or
negotiating salaries. This class will serve as an
avenue for early career academics to critically
evaluate the industry they are about to enter
and ponder a better future within it.

BSPM 528 - Invasive Plants and Weeds: Ecosystems to Molecules taught Spring 2024
Do you want to learn more about biological invasions and invasive plants? If so, check out BSPM
528 - Invasive Plants and Weeds: Ecosystems to Molecules taught by Dr. Cini Brown spring 2024
(Tuesday, Thursday 9:30 – 10:45 AM, 103 Eddy Hall, CRN 22820). The course explores leading
theories of biological invasions; examines evidence about weeds and invasive plants including
global and landscape patterns, effects on ecosystems, interactions with other plant species in
communities, population processes, ecophysiology of individual species, genetic and biochemical
characteristics; and considers the history of invasion biology and weed science. Contact Dr. Brown
at cynthia.s.brown@colostate.edu with questions.

https://forms.office.com/r/P48iFiPVWp
https://ecology.colostate.edu/curriculum-courses/
https://registrar.colostate.edu/class-schedule/
https://ecology.colostate.edu/ecol-592-interdisciplinary-seminar/


JOBS, GRANTS, INTERNSHIPS

CSU Extension Internships
Deadline January 28, 2024
The CSU Extension Internship Program will be open to applications until 01/28/24. The award for
each internship is $5000 for undergraduate students and $7000 for graduate students, for a ten-
week internship (30 hours/week), with housing and travel funds assistance available for some
opportunities. Work culminates in a final Extension program and poster presentation on campus at
the Extension Forum held in the fall. Click here to learn more.

Denver Audubon Lois Webster Fund Grants
Deadline January 31, 2024
Denver Audubon's Lois Webster Fund (LWF) is now soliciting grant requests in support of Colorado
non-game wildlife research, education, and conservation projects. A maximum of $15,000 in funding
is available in the coming project year. Grantees will be notified by early March 2024 and the funds
dispersed in time for the spring field season. Click here to learn more.

Graduate Student Funding Available through Rocky Mountain National Park
Deadline February 1, 2024
Graduate student researchers make important contributions to resource science in Rocky Mountain
National Park (RMNP). Because of this, RMNP and Rocky Mountain Conservancy are proud to
support the next generation of park scientists and stewards through the Bailey Research Fellowship!
The Bailey Research Fellowship provides opportunities for highly qualified graduate students to

https://intern.colostate.edu/2024-2/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpostdoc.aa.ufl.edu%2Fprograms%2Fewel-postdoctoral-fellowship%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJosie.Smith%40colostate.edu%7C3739300a7b594c84a3b508dbcf5b1275%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638331762274220454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gW9qaVqbag6WOLerbOc55yr5BjOrN5rmZQfbQmxrJ4U%3D&reserved=0
https://denveraudubon.org/lois-webster-fund/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpostdoc.aa.ufl.edu%2Fprograms%2Fewel-postdoctoral-fellowship%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJosie.Smith%40colostate.edu%7C3739300a7b594c84a3b508dbcf5b1275%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638331762274220454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gW9qaVqbag6WOLerbOc55yr5BjOrN5rmZQfbQmxrJ4U%3D&reserved=0


conduct research in the park. Proposed projects should aim to promote the adaptive management
of RMNP and/or the education and professional development of park staff.  Click here to learn
more.

Science Communication (Digital Media) Assistant
Deadline February 5, 2024
The Latino Heritage Internship Program (LHIP) seeks to engage Latino undergraduates and recent
graduates ages 18 - 30, and up to 35 for veterans, for this unmatched leadership training program
that is focused in the cultural and natural resource management.

The Science Communication Intern will contribute to the Continental Divide Research Learning
Center’s (CDRLC) Science Communication Program - a park-wide resource for Rocky Mountain
National Park (RMNP) that utilizes a variety of digital media to facilitate science communication and
outreach for internal audiences (park staff) and external audiences (the public). This project is
structured to provide the Science Communication intern with the opportunity to lead, design, and
develop their own robust science communication product, while exploring other research topics, and
communication mediums utilized by the Science Communication Program. Click here to learn more.

Wildlands Restoration is hiring!
Deadlines vary
Wildlands Restoration Volunteers, a local non-profit, is hiring several positions including one
permanent project manager. For more details, please contact Nate Boschmann at nate@wlrv.org.
Click here to learn more.

Submit a Job Announcement

GDPE Social Listserv - Please make sure to sign up here for the GDPE Social Listserv to keep up
with all the fun events we have planned this year!
GDPE Student Teams Channel - Join our Teams Channel here for all GDPE-related questions,
ideas, and discussions with fellow students.

Submit Photos

We want your photos! What are you up to, how is your field and lab work? Share them with us here.
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