
July 15, 2024

Hello, GDPE community!

We are happy to share a few updates to the course offerings for Fall 2024:

ECOL 610 (Ecosystem Ecology) will now be offered-- exciting news for those looking to fill
their Ecology Fundamentals requirement! This course will take place on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 9:30 - 10:45 a.m. with Dr. Anping Chen.

There are now five ECOL 592 Interdisciplinary Seminars being offered:

ECOL 592-401 (online, asynchronous): Peer Reviewing for Early Career Researchers
ECOL 592-402 (online, asynchronous): IDEAS in the Field
ECOL 592-001 (W, 11am-12pm): The Species Assessment Framework
ECOL 592-002 (M, 1-2pm): Diverse Perspectives & Foundational Theories of Insect
Ecology
ECOL 592-003 (Th, 1-2pm): Career Paths in Ecology

All of these courses are now live on RamWeb and open for registration. Also included in this digest:
a unique USGS forecasting challenge, information about the Graduate Student Showcase, and a
plethora of new job opportunities, fellowships, and internships-- continue reading below!

Cheers,
Lizzy Rylance
GDPE Sci Comm Fellow

A Note About the Digest: Since this digest comes from a non-CSU email address, you may need
to click "trust content from this external sender" in Outlook to see images, or you could be missing
important information each week!
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Participate in the EFI-USGS River Chlorophyll
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The recently launched river chlorophyll
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forecasting challenge is now accepting
submissions! This forecasting challenge is co-
hosted by the U.S. Geological Survey Water
Mission Area and Ecological Forecasting Initiative
and provides a unique opportunity to forecast
data from the USGS. By participating, you’ll
sharpen your forecasting skills and contribute to
vital research aimed at addressing pressing
environmental concerns, such as harmful algal
blooms (HABs) and water quality. Read more
about the challenge here. Some highlights
below:

10 USGS gages were selected across
Illinois River Basin, Delaware River Basin,
and Willamette River Basin to be included in the challenge.
We welcome forecast submissions using any model for 1 to 30 days into the future
Forecasts are scored daily and results posted to the leaderboard
This challenge leverages the cyberinfrastructure from NEON forecast challenge
This challenge could be used as a focal project in university courses.

Reach out to Jacob Zwart (jzwart@usgs.gov) with any questions.

CSU Graduate Student Showcase
The Graduate Student Showcase will be held on
Wednesday, November 20, 2024, in the LSC. At this
interdisciplinary event graduate students grow their
communication skills, compete for awards, network, and
showcase their hard work. The call for abstracts will
begin on August 26 and the call will remain open until
capacity is reached, or through October 4. Graduate
students from diverse fields of study can participate at
the GradShow. Abstracts are accepted for visual and
performing arts, research, and entrepreneurial work.
Thanks to the generosity of many sponsors, including all
eight colleges, students will be competing for an
anticipated $20K in scholarship awards in a variety of categories — inclusive of research,
entrepreneurship, and creativity. 

Share your Recent Publication or Research Highlight
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https://waterdata.usgs.gov/blog/habs-forecast-challenge-2024/
https://forms.office.com/r/P48iFiPVWp


BZ 560: Teaching and Communicating Science
Tuesday/Thursday from 9:30 - 10:45 am
Instructor: Meena Balgopal
Nature of science, scientific reasoning, scientific argumentation, communication theories, and
instructional strategies are explored. Develop science argumentation and communication skills in
undergraduate courses and in informal settings. Create materials for a professional portfolio.

FW 561C: Population Analysis
Wednesday from 11am-12pm
Instructors: William Kendall, Robin Russell
This course is a one-time offering to introduce students to the Species Status Assessment
Framework used by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Students will be actively engaged with U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service scientists in the writing of Species Status Assessments for a select number
of species. Learn from USFWS practitioners, develop team building and writing skills, and
participate in the process of providing the foundational science for informing Endangered Species
Act (ESA) decisions.



JOBS, GRANTS, & INTERNSHIPS

Wildfire Treatment Outcomes Research Fellow with Forest Service Research & Development
A Research Fellow position through the Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education
(ORISE) will soon be available to work with scientists across USFS research stations and at
several universities as a lead facilitator and research collaborator on a national priority
research effort to evaluate outcomes of wildfires interacting with fuel reduction treatments
across the Western US. The objective of the project is to better understand the conditions
under which treatments produce desired outcomes, including reduction in fire severity,
successful containment of fire spread, and reduction in wildfire impacts to homes and
other infrastructure. The position is expected to be posted to Zintellect soon and will remain open
until filled. To be notified when the position is open, or for more information about the position,
please contact Jens Stevens, National Program Lead for Wildland Fire & Fuels Research with the
USDA Forest Service, at jens.stevens@usda.gov. 

Interdisciplinary Biologist / Physical Scientist (Climate Adaptation Service Scientist)
The USGS Climate Centers are hiring multiple 10-year term 12/13 positions. It is anticipated that up
to five positions will be filled in a federal government office space or a CASC consortium member's
space. However, additional selections may be made. The duty locations will be determined upon
hire. As a Climate Adaptation Service Scientist within the National Climate Adaptation Science
Center, some of your duties will include: Leading scientific studies on projected climate change and
its impacts to fish, wildlife, and ecosystems of regional and national importance.
Developing scientific publications that effectively communicate study methods and results to natural
resource managers. Developing methods and tools to access, visualize, and interpret complex
climate and climate impacts data. Click here for more information.

Research Avian Ecologist at USGS FORT Science Center
Conduct avian ecology research and create management questions in collaboration with other
scientists and managers in order to investigate broad-scale changes to avian populations. This
includes developing research; securing research funds; setting up experiments; hiring and training
technicians; collecting field data; and using advanced statistical and empirical modeling approaches
to analyze and publish research results. This information will be used to develop decision support
tools for planning and implementation of management, conservation, and restoration activities. Click
here for more information and to apply.

PhD Research Assistantship in Quantitative Ecology at North Carolina State University
Ph.D. Graduate Research Assistantship in Geospatial Analytics/Fisheries, Wildlife,
and Conservation Biology at NC State University available for Fall 2024, January 2025, or Fall 2025.
Ph.D. student would develop a suite of integrated species distribution models (iSDMs) at multiple
spatial scales for a range of federally listed aquatic species (fish, mussels, and amphibians) in the
southeastern U.S. to inform recovery. This would include estimating environmental drivers of
distribution and abundance and identifying areas of potential recovery actions. The student would
have flexibility to explore a range of research questions related to hierarchical modeling, data
integration, multi-species modeling, and decision support and be apart of the Quantitative Ecology
Lab at NC State (quantecolab.com) working with Dr. Krishna Pacifici. Please address any questions
to Dr. Krishna Pacifici (jkpacifi@ncsu.edu).

CSFR Summer Intern opportunity
Larimer County would like to hire a temporary summer intern to complete a Plans and Policies
Inventory that aligns with the work of the Climate Smart Future Ready  initiative. The County
currently has 15 action teams working on nearly 100 tactics that may have plans or policies that
align with these efforts. This summer internship offers $3,000 to identify regional plans and policies
that will impact the Climate Smart Future Ready (CSFR) initiative, assembling the inventory into a
structure that identifies the alignment, conflicts, and possibly gaps related to the various aspects of
CSFR such as land use, resilience, transportation, utilities, open spaces, natural areas. Contact
Heidi Pruess (pruesshb@co.larimer.co.us) for details.

https://orise.orau.gov/
https://orise.orau.gov/
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/795766900
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/795768900
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Fellowship Opportunity: Cornell K. Lisa Yang Center for Wildlife Health
Fellows will be selected for their commitment to generating solid science and ‘decision maker-
friendly’ policy guidance to catalyze sustainable conservation impact through a health lens, with an
emphasis on progress through partnerships. The fellowship is a full-time position based in Ithaca,
New York, with fieldwork in most cases. Salary will be commensurate with experience, within a
range established for the Cornell K. Lisa Yang Wildlife Health Fellows Program  (starting at
$65,000-$85,000). The Fellow will propose a program of work in collaboration at least two mentors
at any given time, one from the Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine affiliated with the
Cornell K. Lisa Yang Center for Wildlife Health, and the other from any unit at Cornell or from an
external partner organization. Applications are due on August 31, 2024.

Submit a Job Announcement

GDPE Social Listserv - Please make sure to sign up here for the GDPE Social Listserv to keep up
with all the fun events we have planned this year!
GDPE Student Teams Channel - Join our Teams Channel here for all GDPE-related questions,
ideas, and discussions with fellow students.

Submit Photos

We want your photos! What are you up to, how is your field and lab work? Share them with us here.
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