
August 19, 2024

Hello, GDPE Community!

Welcome back to campus and the start of an exciting new semester. This weekly digest is your go-
to source for all GDPE-related news. Every Monday, we'll share important reminders and deadlines
as well as any upcoming ecology events on campus and beyond. You'll also find the latest
opportunities for jobs, grants, and fellowships in the sections below.

This is also our hub for highlighting GDPE student and faculty achievements. If you have a recent
publication, award, or recognition to share with the community, we want to hear about it! You can
submit items for the digest by emailing me at erylance@colostate.edu--please don't hesitate to
reach out.

Hope you all have a great first week back!

Cheers,
Lizzy Rylance
GDPE Sci Comm Fellow

A Note About the Digest: Since this digest comes from a non-CSU email address, you may need
to click "trust content from this external sender" in Outlook to see images, or you could be missing
important information each week!

        

GDPE Event Calendar

GDPE NEWS & EVENTS

GDPE Fall Picnic

Please join us for our annual Fall Picnic at
Rolland Moore Park on Wednesday, September
4th from 5-8 p.m. Food will be provided (gluten
free, vegetarian, and vegan options available).
RSVP HERE BY AUGUST 31ST! We will also
be continuing our GDPE Bake-Off! Bring your
favorite homemade dessert to enter the contest.
Prizes will go to the top desserts. We have
reserved Shelter #2, which is located between
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the volleyball courts and playground. Feel free
to bring a volleyball, frisbee, your disc golf set,
and other outdoor games to enjoy!

​Annual GDPE Student Camping Trip

Calling all GDPE students: We hope you'll join us for
our annual camping trip on September 7-8th at Red
Feather Lakes. We have reserved the Elkhorn High
Adventure Camp area of the Ben Delatour Boy Scout
Ranch (same spot as last year) which is approximately
a 45-minute drive from Fort Collins-- carpool options
available. It'll be a great opportunity to hang out with
GDPE buddies, make new friends, and spend some
time in the great outdoors! There will be an optional
hike, and food will be provided for dinner and breakfast.
RSVP here by Friday, August 30th!

NON-GDPE EVENTS & CONFERENCES

Front Range Isotope Day at Lory Student Center
The Front Range Isotope Day will be hosted by CSU
this year at the Lory Student Center in Fort Collins on
Friday, September 6th. This is an all-day event
focused specifically on isotopes and is free to all
participants thanks to our generous sponsors. We are
looking for more graduate students who are working
with isotopes to share their work at this event. We
have a graduate student poster/presentation award
and have extended our abstract submission for
posters until Monday, August 19 to get more graduate
students, so please consider submitting an abstract.
Anyone who was a graduate student in 2024 is eligible for the award. The registration and abstract
submission deadline is August 19th -- check the website for details.

​Next-Generation Sequencing Core Launch
Party

The Next Generation Sequencing Core is the
newest iteration of the sequencing facility
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hosted at CSU's Diagnostic Medicine Center
where students can have their samples
sequenced at discounted rates. The launch
party will be on August 28th from 4-6 p.m. where
folks can learn more about the facility, meet the
leadership, and enter for a chance to win a free
sequencing run.

CSU Graduate Student Showcase
The Graduate Student Showcase will be held on
Wednesday, November 20, 2024, in the LSC. At this
interdisciplinary event graduate students grow their
communication skills, compete for awards, network, and
showcase their hard work. The call for abstracts will
begin on August 26 and the call will remain open until
capacity is reached, or through October 4. Graduate
students from diverse fields of study can participate at
the GradShow. Abstracts are accepted for visual and
performing arts, research, and entrepreneurial work.
Thanks to the generosity of many sponsors, including all
eight colleges, students will be competing for an
anticipated $20K in scholarship awards in a variety of categories — inclusive of research,
entrepreneurship, and creativity. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS & RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

Solar arrays create novel environments that
uniquely alter plant responses
Plants People Planet - July 2024

In this study, Matt Sturchio (GDPE PhD Grad)
and Alan Knapp (GDPE Senior Ecologist)
evaluated the impact of photovoltaic solar array
microenvironments on plant ecophysiological
responses. While light-saturated photosynthetic
rates were consistent regardless of microsite
shading, vapor pressure deficits were better
predictors of plant water relations and biomass
production than soil moisture. These findings
can inform the management of future solar
arrays to enhance ecosystem services.

Seeking common ground: A pluralistic
valuation of rangeland ecosystem services
Rangelands - June 2024

https://nph.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ppp3.10554
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rala.2024.03.003


In this study, GDPE faculty member Stacy Lynn
and her team examined how stakeholder values
in specific collaborative contexts can aid in
solution-focused approaches by minimizing
tradeoffs, improving group cohesion, and
enhancing partnership success as rangeland
managers work to align strategies with the
needs of both landscapes and people. Using a
mixed-methods approach, Dr. Lynn's team
explored pluralistic, sociocultural values and
perspectives of diverse stakeholders
prioritization of rangeland ecosystem services,
and how this prioritization is a reflection of
unique yet overlapping values systems.

Share your Recent Publication or Research Highlight

FALL 2024 COURSES

BZ 692A - Recognizing and Addressing
Oppression in the Sciences (2 CR)
The biology department is running Recognizing
and Addressing Oppression in the Sciences (BZ
692A-003) again this fall 2024! This course goes
beyond the surface level conversations about
diversity, equity, inclusion, and justice in STEM
by taking a critical lens to science history,
exploring the epistemological foundations of
scientific work, and layering critical theory with
scientific concepts. We will cover topics such as
the history of eugenics in America, ecofacism,
the fallacy of the sex and gender binary, science
as colonialism, and the link between anti-fatness
and anti-blackness. 

We recognize that you all are busy and so the
course has no quizzes, or exams, only a few
written reflections and a very flexible final
reflection. Additionally, most weeks allow you to
choose how you would like to learn with options
for podcasts, popular and academic readings,
videos, and TikToks.

BZ 560: Teaching and
Communicating Science
Tuesday/Thursday: 9:30 - 10:45 am

Instructor: Meena Balgopal

Nature of science, scientific
reasoning, scientific argumentation,
communication theories, and
instructional strategies are explored.
Develop science argumentation and
communication skills in
undergraduate courses and in
informal settings. Create materials for
a professional portfolio.

https://forms.office.com/r/P48iFiPVWp


FW 561C: Population Analysis
Wednesday from 11am-12pm
Instructors: William Kendall, Robin
Russell
This course is a one-time offering to
introduce students to the Species
Status Assessment Framework used
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Students will be actively engaged
with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
scientists in the writing of Species
Status Assessments for a select
number of species. Learn from
USFWS practitioners, develop team
building and writing skills, and
participate in the process of providing
the foundational science for informing
Endangered Species Act (ESA)
decisions.

JOBS, GRANTS, & INTERNSHIPS

Faculty position at Columbia Climate School
The Climate School at Columbia University invites applications for a tenure-track Assistant
Professor position: the Paros Professorship in Geohazards and Climate Mitigation. The successful
candidate will conduct research in climate-change related geohazards, such as landslides, wildfires,
flooding, and extreme weather events, and mitigation capable of alleviating the impacts of such
hazards. We seek broadly-trained earth and environmental scientists or environmental engineers
who complement the interdisciplinary faculty at Columbia Climate School and the Lamont Doherty
Earth Observatory (where the position will be based). While candidates from all sub-disciplines of
earth and environmental science and engineering are encouraged to apply, preferences will be
given to those who work on field instrumentation and laboratory experimentation, satellite remote
sensing, and sensor development. Review of applications will begin immediately and continue until
the position is filled. For full consideration, applications should be submitted by October 15, 2024.
Full position description and application are at apply.interfolio.com/150653.

USGS FORT Vacancy Notification: Term Biologist, GS-0401-9 in Ft. Collins, CO - Closes 8/21
The U.S. Geological Survey Fort Collins Science Center is now recruiting for a GS-9 Term (up to 10
years) Biologist position to join an innovative team of scientists researching landscape change and
wildlife dynamics in sagebrush shrublands and grasslands in the Western United States. We are
looking for a candidate with strong geospatial analysis and data management skills. The position is

http://apply.interfolio.com/150653


stationed in Fort Collins, CO. Learn more here -- The position will close on  8/21. 

Postdoc position at Cornell University
We are seeking a Postdoctoral Associate to join our project team using a model-experiment
(ModEx) approach to explore the exciting prospect that significant dormant-season plant nitrogen
(N) uptake occurs in northern forests, thereby acting to alter the overall coupled carbon-nitrogen (C-
N) cycle. The postdoc will work with our project team to interpret and model measurements of 15N
tracer studies of cold-season N uptake at two experimental sites. In addition, they will explore the
significance of cold-season uptake in altering the coupled C-N cycle under a future climate using an
Earth System Model. The postdoc will be based at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY. The
Postdoctoral Associate will be supervised by Peter Hess (BEE, contact at pgh25@cornell.edu with
questions) and Christine Goodale (EEB) at Cornell, on a project collaborative with Qing Zhu (LLNL)
and Peter Groffman (Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies). Apply here.

Colorado Parks and Wildlife Job Announcements
Below are links to three supervisory positions in the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Terrestrial Branch.
The first two are within the Species Conservation Program and will focus on sensitive vertebrate,
invertebrate, and rare plant species and implementation of the State Wildlife Action Plan. The last
one will focus on their Game Management Program. 
 

Species Conservation Vertebrate Program Supervisor

 

Species Conservation Invertebrate and Rare Plant Program Supervisor

 

Terrestrial Programs Supervisor

 
Reach out to David Klute (david.klute@state.co.us) with questions.

Full-Time Postdoctoral Research Associate at Brown University
We are seeking a full-time postdoctoral research associate with a background in oceanography,
microbial ecology, or a related field to work with Mara Freilich at Brown University in collaboration
with Kelly Luis, Ivona Cetinic (NASA), and Melissa Omand (University of Rhode Island). The
postdoc will entail analysis of data from the S-MODE field campaign, a NASA project that aims to
characterize the contribution of submesoscale ocean dynamics to vertical and horizontal transport in
the upper ocean. Depending on the skills and interests of the candidate, the project may also
include numerical modeling and analysis of community composition observations. Observational
analysis will include a combination of remote sensing measurements of the ocean surface, in-situ
measurements from research vessels — including high resolution bio-optical and microbial
community composition observations. Use this form to apply . Any questions you may contact
Mara Freilich (mara_freilich@brown.edu)

Wildfire Treatment Outcomes Research Fellow with Forest Service Research & Development
A Research Fellow position through the Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education
(ORISE) will soon be available to work with scientists across USFS research stations and at
several universities as a lead facilitator and research collaborator on a national priority
research effort to evaluate outcomes of wildfires interacting with fuel reduction treatments
across the Western US. The objective of the project is to better understand the conditions
under which treatments produce desired outcomes, including reduction in fire severity,
successful containment of fire spread, and reduction in wildfire impacts to homes and
other infrastructure. The position is expected to be posted to Zintellect soon and will remain open
until filled. To be notified when the position is open, or for more information about the position,
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please contact Jens Stevens, National Program Lead for Wildland Fire & Fuels Research with the
USDA Forest Service, at jens.stevens@usda.gov. 

Interdisciplinary Biologist / Physical Scientist (Climate Adaptation Service Scientist)
The USGS Climate Centers are hiring multiple 10-year term 12/13 positions. It is anticipated that up
to five positions will be filled in a federal government office space or a CASC consortium member's
space. However, additional selections may be made. The duty locations will be determined upon
hire. As a Climate Adaptation Service Scientist within the National Climate Adaptation Science
Center, some of your duties will include: Leading scientific studies on projected climate change and
its impacts to fish, wildlife, and ecosystems of regional and national importance.
Developing scientific publications that effectively communicate study methods and results to natural
resource managers. Developing methods and tools to access, visualize, and interpret complex
climate and climate impacts data. Click here for more information.

Submit a Job Announcement

GDPE Social Listserv - Please make sure to sign up here for the GDPE Social Listserv to keep up
with all the fun events we have planned this year!
GDPE Student Teams Channel - Join our Teams Channel here for all GDPE-related questions,
ideas, and discussions with fellow students.

Submit Photos

We want your photos! What are you up to, how is your field and lab work? Share them with us here.
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