
September 16, 2024

Hello GDPE Community,

Two papers caught my eye this week. One sent to me by GDPE faculty member Chris Funk and the
other was published this week in the journal Science (see below for links). They both have a similar
theme. That of the value of time management and the costs of being too busy.

It’s easy to over-commit yourself in graduate school, and as I have learned that problem never goes
away. So, learning (1) to prioritize, (2) to say “I’m sorry, but no”, and (3) to make sure you have time
to recharge your batteries, are skills that will benefit you throughout your career.

Check out:

The Power of Sitting Still: https://www.science.org/doi/epdf/10.1126/science.adt0059

Scientists need more time to think: https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-02381-x.pdf

Have a great week.

Alan Knapp
Your GDPE Senior Ecologist

A Note About the Digest: Since this digest comes from a non-CSU email address, you may need
to click "trust content from this external sender" in Outlook to see images, or you could be missing
important information each week!
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DEADLINES

GDPE Deadlines
September 24 - GDPE Travel & Professional Development Grants due

Other Deadlines
October 16 - NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program Application
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GDPE NEWS & EVENTS

GDPE Workshop: Scientific Sketching &
Illustration

Looking to sharpen your observation skills and
improve your ability to sketch in the field? This
one's for you! This scientific sketching &
illustration workshop will take place this
Wednesday, 9/18 from 10-11:30 a.m. (If you need
to leave early, that is fine). We will be joined by
local illustrator and educator Gary Raham. We'll
meet in NR 256 for introductions, then take a
walk outside to find some sketching inspiration.
Supplies will be provided -- please RSVP using
this form so we can ensure enough sketching
materials for everyone! 

​GDPE Social: Pizza on the Oval

Our next social event of the semester is coming
up fast – join us for a pizza picnic on the oval
this Thursday, 9/19 from 12-1. We will have
regular, vegan, vegetarian, and gluten-free
pizza options!

Come have some lunch and hang out with your
GDPE buddies :)

NON-GDPE EVENTS & CONFERENCES

Seminar: Complexity of Conservation in an
Increasingly Unequal and Polarized World
The Center for Human-Carnivore Coexistence is
hosting a seminar on Wednesday, September
18, from 3:30 - 4:30 pm in MSNR 345.
Associate Professor Duan Biggs is the Olajos
Goslow Chair of Environmental Science and
Policy at Northern Arizona University. Duan has
two decades research, project and consulting
experience from Africa, Asia, Latin America and
Australasia on community-based conservation
and governance. He has worked with WWF, the
IUCN, Conservation International, BirdLife
International and various government and
community stakeholders on community-based
tourism and conservation and on a community-
based response to illegal wildlife trade.

https://forms.office.com/r/j6Pn4fUZFu


ANdinA Workshop: International Ecology Debate
The ANdinA workshop, the seventh in a series of
international debates, aims to debate how ecologists can
best align global priorities and local action. The workshop
expects to bring together 30 international researchers and
practitioners, at least one third of whom are in their early
stages of their career, to think critically, walk, and reflect in
nature, to actively define our roles as socially responsible
ecologists. The exact topics for debate will be decided by the

attendees. This unique walk-shop will take place in the beautiful landscapes of Logarska Dolina,
Slovenia in June 2025.  The price for everything (attendance, accommodation, meals, local
transport) is 1500 Euro for established scientists and FREE for early career researchers. Get in
touch with Roger Cousens (rcousens@unimelb.edu.au) for any questions and click here to learn
more / apply.

CSU Graduate Student Showcase
The Graduate Student Showcase will be held on
Wednesday, November 20, 2024, in the LSC. At this
interdisciplinary event graduate students grow their
communication skills, compete for awards, network, and
showcase their hard work. The call for abstracts will
begin on August 26 and the call will remain open until
capacity is reached, or through October 4. Graduate
students from diverse fields of study can participate at
the GradShow. Abstracts are accepted for visual and
performing arts, research, and entrepreneurial work.
Thanks to the generosity of many sponsors, including all
eight colleges, students will be competing for an
anticipated $20K in scholarship awards in a variety of categories — inclusive of research,
entrepreneurship, and creativity. 

Share your Recent Publication or Research Highlight

JOBS, GRANTS, & INTERNSHIPS

Position Announcement - GS-11 Postdoc - USGS CERC - Abundance Modeling
Please see this job announcement for a position with the U.S. Geological Survey at the Columbia
Environmental Research Center (CERC). We are hiring a postdoc to tackle some abundance
modeling challenges in the Great Lakes. Please forward this on to any PhD students who may be
nearing completion of their work or freshly-minted PhDs that may be a good fit for the position with
the Quantitative and Conservation Ecology (QCE) team at USGS-CERC. The QCE team focuses on
cutting-edge research in invasive species management, population dynamics, and conservation. We
collaborate with scientists, managers, and policymakers on multi-disciplinary projects, including dam
removal and invasive fish studies. Our team blends hands-on fieldwork with advanced quantitative
methods, offering opportunities to apply data science to real-world ecological problems. Joining us
means contributing to impactful conservation efforts and gaining expertise in innovative research
techniques.

Postdoctoral position in atmospheric modeling at University of Utah
The Department of Atmospheric Sciences at the University of Utah has a Postdoctoral Scholar
position available to join our research team focused on understanding the emissions and transport
of greenhouse gases and pollution across the U.S. The postdoc will be carrying out simulations
using atmospheric models such as HYSPLIT/STILT, WRF, and other state-of-the-art modeling tools.
The atmospheric simulations will be combined with a variety of satellite and in-situ observations to
elucidate emissions from urban areas and other sources. There will be opportunities to work with

https://andinaslovenia.com/
https://andinaslovenia.com/apply/
https://forms.office.com/r/P48iFiPVWp
https://www.usajobs.gov/job/809477200


students and scientists across multiple universities and research institutions, as well as
opportunities to engage stakeholders about the scientic results. Interested applicants can find more
details and submit their applications here.

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks is hiring a GS-12 ecologist-science coordinator
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks is hiring a GS-12 ecologist-science coordinator to
coordinate research and planning on major research initiatives related to climate change
vulnerability, adaptation, and mitigation; drought impacts on forests, aquatic systems, and
implications for sustainable development; wildfire; tribal co-stewardship and more. The successful
candidate will work directly for the Chief of Resources Management and Science (Christy Brigham)
and will work with amazing collaborators at USGS, UC Berkeley, UC Santa Barbara, UCLA, USFS,
Colorado State University and more. Although this position is a term, not permanent, the position
can be extended up to ten years and we have funding in place for the next five years. The position is
open to all sources (you do not have to be a government employee to apply). The announcement is
listed here. Interested individuals who have questions can reach out to Christy Brigham Ph.D.
(she/her/hers) Chief of Resources Management and Science Sequoia and Kings Canyon National
Parks.

Postdoc: Decision support for the Rio Grande Silvery Minnow, New Mexico State University
The USGS New Mexico Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit  invites applications for a
postdoctoral researcher position to join a multi-agency partnership focused on recovery of the Rio
Grande Silvery Minnow. This position will co-lead the development of a structured decision making
(SDM) framework and a series of accompanying predictive modeling tools. For the SDM
component, the postdoc will co-lead a series of annual workshops focused on problem framing,
expert elicitation of model parameters, and model validation. The postdoc will be supervised by Dr.
Abby Lawson and Dr. Kasey Pregler of the USGS New Mexico Cooperative Fish and Wildlife
Research Unit based at New Mexico State University. Apply by October 4th 11:59 PM (mountain
time) for full consideration, though the position will remain open until a suitable candidate is found.
Click here to learn more and apply.

Postdoctoral Research Associate, U.S. Geological Survey
The U. S. Geological Survey, Grand Canyon Monitoring and Research Center, seeks a Postdoctoral
Research Associate with interests in decision analysis, ecological modeling, and native fish
management. Incumbent will develop value-of-information analyses related to supplementation of
endangered delta smelt (Hypomesus transpacificus) in the Sacramento River-San Joaquin River
Delta of California. 2 full years of funding, with an $87k annual salary + benefits. Located in
Flagstaff, Arizona, or potentially Sacramento, California. For further information, contact
Brian Healy (bhealy@usgs.gov).

Faculty position at Columbia Climate School
The Climate School at Columbia University invites applications for a tenure-track Assistant
Professor position: the Paros Professorship in Geohazards and Climate Mitigation. The successful
candidate will conduct research in climate-change related geohazards, such as landslides, wildfires,
flooding, and extreme weather events, and mitigation capable of alleviating the impacts of such
hazards. We seek broadly-trained earth and environmental scientists or environmental engineers
who complement the interdisciplinary faculty at Columbia Climate School and the Lamont Doherty
Earth Observatory (where the position will be based). While candidates from all sub-disciplines of
earth and environmental science and engineering are encouraged to apply, preferences will be
given to those who work on field instrumentation and laboratory experimentation, satellite remote
sensing, and sensor development. Review of applications will begin immediately and continue until
the position is filled. For full consideration, applications should be submitted by October 15, 2024.
Full position description and application are at apply.interfolio.com/150653.

Postdoc position at Cornell University
We are seeking a Postdoctoral Associate to join our project team using a model-experiment
(ModEx) approach to explore the exciting prospect that significant dormant-season plant nitrogen
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(N) uptake occurs in northern forests, thereby acting to alter the overall coupled carbon-nitrogen (C-
N) cycle. The postdoc will work with our project team to interpret and model measurements of 15N
tracer studies of cold-season N uptake at two experimental sites. In addition, they will explore the
significance of cold-season uptake in altering the coupled C-N cycle under a future climate using an
Earth System Model. The postdoc will be based at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY. The
Postdoctoral Associate will be supervised by Peter Hess (BEE, contact at pgh25@cornell.edu with
questions) and Christine Goodale (EEB) at Cornell, on a project collaborative with Qing Zhu (LLNL)
and Peter Groffman (Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies). Apply here.

Submit a Job Announcement

GDPE Social Listserv - Please make sure to sign up here for the GDPE Social Listserv to keep up
with all the fun events we have planned this year!
GDPE Student Teams Channel - Join our Teams Channel here for all GDPE-related questions,
ideas, and discussions with fellow students.

Submit Photos

We want your photos! What are you up to, how is your field and lab work? Share them with us here.
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