
September 3, 2024

Greetings everyone, 
 
I hope this first month of the semester you have not only been surviving, but thriving. As a
reminder, the GDPE Fall Picnic is tomorrow at 5 p.m. in Rolland Moore Park!
There will be catered food provided, as well as our annual Bake Off, so it should be a
fabulous time-- we hope to see you there!

As we focus on academics, it's important to also keep an eye on financial matters. Because
GDPE, and GDPE students, are amazing, many of you are on assistantships (GRA, GTA and
GSA) and I would like to mention a few things that you might already know but are also good
reminders and good info for new students. 
 
On September 4th, CSU will conduct a census to count the credits you are taking, which will
determine your "final" tuition and fees bill. The due date for this bill is September 10th, so
please be vigilant about your tuition/fee obligations.
 
For those employed as GTA/GRA/GSA and to be eligible for Health Care coverage from Grad
School, a student must be appointed for at least 25% of the time (equivalent to 10 hours per
week), be enrolled in the university's Student Health Insurance Plan (SHIP), and be taking
at least 5 resident-instruction credits (online credit does not count). These criteria typically
need to be met by the end of the regular add/drop period (Sept 4th) in either the fall or spring
semester.

This year, as GAs, your fee is reduced 25%, as the Graduate School covers 75%. If your
advisor's department supports your stipend (refer to your offer letter), ensure whether your
bills are also covered by them or not, and know the appropriate contact person. Typically,
there is an HR representative who sets up your appointments (the hiring details). For
instance, if your appointment is with GDPE and have been awarded the GRFP, I am
responsible for setting up your appointments and managing your bills.

Please note that your September pay may be lower than other months if you did not meet the
exemption criteria for retirement contributions. For more details, please reach out to your
advisor's department or the GDPE Administration if you have any questions!
 
Learn more about assistantship benefits and the Student Employee Retirement Plan. To
reach your HR representative, click here. For questions about payroll, contact Janelle Laurel
(Payroll Accounting Technician).

Best,
Mitskie Kumagai
GDPE Support Specialist
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A Note About the Digest: Since this digest comes from a non-CSU email address, you may need
to click "trust content from this external sender" in Outlook to see images, or you could be missing
important information each week!

        

GDPE Event Calendar

GDPE NEWS & EVENTS

GDPE Fall Picnic
Please join us for our annual Fall Picnic at
Rolland Moore Park on Wednesday,
September 4th from 5-8 p.m. Food will be
provided (gluten free, vegetarian, and vegan
options available). We will also be continuing
our GDPE Bake-Off! Bring your favorite
homemade dessert to enter the contest. Prizes
will go to the top desserts. We have reserved
Shelter #2, which is located between the
volleyball courts and playground. Feel free to
bring a volleyball, frisbee, your disc golf set, and
other outdoor games to enjoy!

​Annual GDPE Student Camping Trip

Calling all GDPE students: We hope you'll join us for
our annual camping trip on September 7-8th (this
weekend!) at Red Feather Lakes. We have reserved
the Elkhorn High Adventure Camp area of the Ben
Delatour Boy Scout Ranch (same spot as last year)
which is approximately a 45-minute drive from Fort
Collins-- carpool options available. It'll be a great
opportunity to hang out with GDPE buddies, make new
friends, and spend some time in the great outdoors!
There will be an optional hike, and food will be provided
for dinner and breakfast.

GDPE Workshop: Scientific Sketching &
Illustration

Looking to sharpen your observation skills and
improve your ability to sketch in the field? This
one's for you! This scientific sketching &
illustration workshop will take place on 9/18 from
10-11:30 a.m. (If you need to leave early, that is

https://twitter.com/CSU_Ecology
https://www.instagram.com/csu_gdpe/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBaXsP-2pupNYPQglzjb4hw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/graduate-degree-program-in-ecology/about/
mailto:ecology@colostate.edu
https://ecology.colostate.edu/events-test/


fine). We will be joined by local illustrator and
educator Gary Raham. We'll meet in NR 256 for
introductions, then take a walk outside to find
some sketching inspiration. Supplies will be
provided -- please RSVP using this form so we
can ensure enough sketching materials for
everyone! 

NON-GDPE EVENTS & CONFERENCES

GREEBS registration deadline approaching (Sept 10)!
The CU Mountain Research Station is excited to once
again be hosting the Guild of Rocky Mountain
Ecologists and Evolutionary Biologists (GREEBs)
meeting at the Mountain Research Station from
September 20 - 22, 2024. Registration for the meeting is
now open through September 10th. GREEBs is a low-
stress and inclusive meeting in a beautiful sub-alpine
forest setting at 9500' in the southern Rocky Mountains. It
is a great place to give your first talk or poster, and to connect with other ecologists and evolutionary
biologists from across the southern Rocky Mountains. Learn about our 2024 Keynote speakers Dr.
Katherine Sinacore (USFS) and Dr. Kyle Horton (CSU) here. Talks do NOT need to be focused on
Rocky Mountain ecology or evolutionary biology. On-site accommodations are limited and filling fast
(~83 beds) so please register as soon as you can! If you have any questions, please reach out to
Scott Taylor (Scott.A.Taylor@colorado.edu)

Powell Center September Seminar
The USGS Powell Center is hosting a seminar on Tuesday,
September 10th, from 10-11am MT, titled North America on
fire: tree rings provide a multi-century perspective on
increasing wildfire. Speakers include Chris Guiterman
(NOAA), Ellis Margolis (USGS), and Sean Parks (USDA). 
Abstract:
Recent widespread fires across North America are
unprecedented in our lifetimes, adversely affecting
ecosystems and communities. This Powell Center working
group sought an historical context to these trends by
synthesizing the new North American tree-ring fire-scar
network, which empowered a 400-year perspective on fire
activity and fire-climate relationships, and informed future fire

projections. Despite rapid increases in fire over the last few decades, forests across North America
are burning much less than they did prior to 1900. Climate was an important historical driver of
widespread synchronous fire at regional scales, suggesting that climate-driven fire years such as
2020 in the western U.S. and 2023 in Canada are likely to continue. Indeed, our models of future
fire show increasing regional fire occurrence above pre-1900 levels. The insights we have gained
will help us better understand the impacts of recent fire and enhance our ability to respond to
ongoing and future wildfires.
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CSU Graduate Student Showcase
The Graduate Student Showcase will be held on
Wednesday, November 20, 2024, in the LSC. At this
interdisciplinary event graduate students grow their
communication skills, compete for awards, network, and
showcase their hard work. The call for abstracts will
begin on August 26 and the call will remain open until
capacity is reached, or through October 4. Graduate
students from diverse fields of study can participate at
the GradShow. Abstracts are accepted for visual and
performing arts, research, and entrepreneurial work.
Thanks to the generosity of many sponsors, including all
eight colleges, students will be competing for an
anticipated $20K in scholarship awards in a variety of categories — inclusive of research,
entrepreneurship, and creativity. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS & RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

Russian olive distribution and invasion
dynamics along the Powder River, Montana
and Wyoming, USA
Biological Invasions - August 2024

In this study, GDPE alumni Karissa Courtney,
Tony Vorster, Brian Woodward, and their team
modeled Russian olive distribution at the
watershed scale. They used field surveys, ocular
sampling of aerial imagery, and spectral
variables from the Sentinel-2 MultiSpectral

Instrument in a random forest model (RMSE = 15.42, R² = 0.64). A statistical model linked the
resulting Russian olive percent cover map to environmental variables across the watershed. The
analysis showed that Russian olive cover increased with flow accumulation, decreased with
elevation, and was associated with poorer soil types.

Share your Recent Publication or Research Highlight

JOBS, GRANTS, & INTERNSHIPS

Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks is hiring a GS-12 ecologist-science coordinator
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks is hiring a GS-12 ecologist-science coordinator to
coordinate research and planning on major research initiatives related to climate change
vulnerability, adaptation, and mitigation; drought impacts on forests, aquatic systems, and
implications for sustainable development; wildfire; tribal co-stewardship and more. The successful
candidate will work directly for the Chief of Resources Management and Science (Christy Brigham)
and will work with amazing collaborators at USGS, UC Berkeley, UC Santa Barbara, UCLA, USFS,
Colorado State University and more. Although this position is a term, not permanent, the position
can be extended up to ten years and we have funding in place for the next five years. The position is
open to all sources (you do not have to be a government employee to apply). The announcement is
listed here. Interested individuals who have questions can reach out to Christy Brigham Ph.D.
(she/her/hers) Chief of Resources Management and Science Sequoia and Kings Canyon National
Parks.

Postdoc: Decision support for the Rio Grande Silvery Minnow, New Mexico State University
The USGS New Mexico Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit  invites applications for a
postdoctoral researcher position to join a multi-agency partnership focused on recovery of the Rio
Grande Silvery Minnow. This position will co-lead the development of a structured decision making
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(SDM) framework and a series of accompanying predictive modeling tools. For the SDM
component, the postdoc will co-lead a series of annual workshops focused on problem framing,
expert elicitation of model parameters, and model validation. The postdoc will be supervised by Dr.
Abby Lawson and Dr. Kasey Pregler of the USGS New Mexico Cooperative Fish and Wildlife
Research Unit based at New Mexico State University. Apply by October 4th 11:59 PM (mountain
time) for full consideration, though the position will remain open until a suitable candidate is found.
Click here to learn more and apply.

Postdoctoral Research Associate, U.S. Geological Survey
The U. S. Geological Survey, Grand Canyon Monitoring and Research Center, seeks a Postdoctoral
Research Associate with interests in decision analysis, ecological modeling, and native fish
management. Incumbent will develop value-of-information analyses related to supplementation of
endangered delta smelt (Hypomesus transpacificus) in the Sacramento River-San Joaquin River
Delta of California. 2 full years of funding, with an $87k annual salary + benefits. Located in
Flagstaff, Arizona, or potentially Sacramento, California. For further information, contact
Brian Healy (bhealy@usgs.gov).

Faculty position at Columbia Climate School
The Climate School at Columbia University invites applications for a tenure-track Assistant
Professor position: the Paros Professorship in Geohazards and Climate Mitigation. The successful
candidate will conduct research in climate-change related geohazards, such as landslides, wildfires,
flooding, and extreme weather events, and mitigation capable of alleviating the impacts of such
hazards. We seek broadly-trained earth and environmental scientists or environmental engineers
who complement the interdisciplinary faculty at Columbia Climate School and the Lamont Doherty
Earth Observatory (where the position will be based). While candidates from all sub-disciplines of
earth and environmental science and engineering are encouraged to apply, preferences will be
given to those who work on field instrumentation and laboratory experimentation, satellite remote
sensing, and sensor development. Review of applications will begin immediately and continue until
the position is filled. For full consideration, applications should be submitted by October 15, 2024.
Full position description and application are at apply.interfolio.com/150653.

Postdoc position at Cornell University
We are seeking a Postdoctoral Associate to join our project team using a model-experiment
(ModEx) approach to explore the exciting prospect that significant dormant-season plant nitrogen
(N) uptake occurs in northern forests, thereby acting to alter the overall coupled carbon-nitrogen (C-
N) cycle. The postdoc will work with our project team to interpret and model measurements of 15N
tracer studies of cold-season N uptake at two experimental sites. In addition, they will explore the
significance of cold-season uptake in altering the coupled C-N cycle under a future climate using an
Earth System Model. The postdoc will be based at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY. The
Postdoctoral Associate will be supervised by Peter Hess (BEE, contact at pgh25@cornell.edu with
questions) and Christine Goodale (EEB) at Cornell, on a project collaborative with Qing Zhu (LLNL)
and Peter Groffman (Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies). Apply here.

Submit a Job Announcement

GDPE Social Listserv - Please make sure to sign up here for the GDPE Social Listserv to keep up
with all the fun events we have planned this year!
GDPE Student Teams Channel - Join our Teams Channel here for all GDPE-related questions,
ideas, and discussions with fellow students.

Submit Photos
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We want your photos! What are you up to, how is your field and lab work? Share them with us here.
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