
October 21, 2024

Hello GDPE Community,

Did you know that the thematic year at CSU for 2023-2024 was the “Year of Democracy and Civic
Engagement”? And now, in about three weeks (November 5, 2024), it will be our turn to take part in
one of the key Principles of Democracy – a local, state and national election.  

As ecologists, it’s easy to become discouraged about the state of the world around us, but voting is
one thing we all can do to try and improve things.

From personal experience, I have found that voting always makes me feel great – even if just for a
few moments. Why? Because unlike my research proposals, I am never told my vote is “non-
competitive”. Unlike my manuscripts, my vote never needs to be “revised and resubmitted”. And
guess what? I don’t even need to run any statistical analysis to know that my vote is 100%
significant.

So, make yourself feel good in the next few weeks. Vote to make the world a better place.

Have a great week.

Alan Knapp
Your GDPE Senior Ecologist

A Note About the Digest: Since this digest comes from a non-CSU email address, you may need
to click "trust content from this external sender" in Outlook to see images, or you could be missing
important information each week!

        

GDPE Event Calendar

DEADLINES

GDPE Deadlines
If you have not submitted your GS6, please get your Supplemental to Jennifer Neuwald soon!

February 1 - Annual Student Progress Report

Other Deadlines
January 1 - AAAS Mass Media Science & Engineering Fellowship Application due

https://twitter.com/CSU_Ecology
https://www.instagram.com/csu_gdpe/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBaXsP-2pupNYPQglzjb4hw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/graduate-degree-program-in-ecology/about/
mailto:ecology@colostate.edu
https://ecology.colostate.edu/events-test/
https://ecology.colostate.edu/forms/#:~:text=M.S. %E2%80%93 GS6 GDPE Program of Study Supplemental%0APh.D. %E2%80%93 GS6 GDPE Program of Study Supplemental%0APh.D.%2C HEI Specialization %E2%80%93 GS6 GDPE Program of Study Supplemental
https://ecology.colostate.edu/progress-rpt-idp/
https://ecology.colostate.edu/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=d93782a8-4292-4c30-9822-9fd79988731a


GDPE NEWS & EVENTS

GDPE Social: Pumpkin Party + Happy Hour

There will be a Halloween-themed Happy Hour
this Wednesday, October 23 from 5:30 - 7:30
p.m. at Stodgy Brewing Company. This is a
great chance to unwind with your GDPE
buddies and do some pumpkin crafting to get in
the Halloween spirit! B.Y.O.P (Bring Your Own
Pumpkin).

​Calling all artists! Help design a new GDPE logo
We are soliciting new GDPE logo designs from our talented student body. We've
had a lot of requests for merch with a new design to represent our lovely ecology
program, so we are calling on you to help us create something great. All details for
submission are in the google form, and all file types are accepted with a maximum
1GB submission size. If you have any questions or would like to submit more than
one entry, email nicki.bailey@colostate.edu!

NON-GDPE EVENTS & CONFERENCES

IDRRN Science Communication Workshop: Preparing to work with the media
The Infectious Disease Research and Response Network (IDRRN), with OVPR TUNE funding, is
happy to present a series of workshops to address working with the media. The first workshop of
the series will focus on written communication. Join us as Dr. Jaime Jacobsen, Director of CSU’s
Center for Science Communication, provides insights and best practices to improve our ability to
provide visibility to the incredible science conducted across CSU. The workshop is designed for
anyone interested in improving their skillset with the media—undergraduate, graduate, postdoctoral
fellows, research associates, research scientists, residents, staff, and faculty.

“Preparing To Work With The Media: Written Communication for STEM Fields”
Monday, November 18th, 2:00 - 4:00pm in LSC 324

Dr. Jaime Jacobsen, Director of CSU’s Center for Science Communication

75th Anniversary Celebration of Aldo
Leopold's A Sand County Almanac

Wednesday, October 30
5-8 p.m.
Lory Student Center Theater
FREE to attend!

CSU Graduate Student Showcase

https://stodgybrewing.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVagtcmwaFWhJEYCJNuWsXNo-bxDgU6E1_GPzkCuO2rOZM4w/viewform


The Graduate Student Showcase will be held on
Wednesday, November 20, 2024, in the LSC. At this
interdisciplinary event graduate students grow their
communication skills, compete for awards, network, and
showcase their hard work. The call for abstracts will
begin on August 26 and the call will remain open until
capacity is reached, or through October 4. Graduate
students from diverse fields of study can participate at
the GradShow. Abstracts are accepted for visual and
performing arts, research, and entrepreneurial work.
Thanks to the generosity of many sponsors, including all
eight colleges, students will be competing for an
anticipated $20K in scholarship awards in a variety of
categories — inclusive of research, entrepreneurship, and creativity. 

ECOL 592 SEMINARS (SPRING 2025)

Distinguishing Aridity from Drought in Ecological Research
Tuesdays from 12 - 1:30 p.m.
Instructor: Dr. Alan Knapp
In this course, students will review the ecological literature with a focus on the relationship between
aridity and drought, how often these two concepts are related, when they should and should not be
equated, and the consequences of conflating the two for our understanding of ecological systems.
Students will prepare presentations on key topics relevant to this this issue, provide weekly updates
on papers they have reviewed, with share noteworthy progress with the class. Students will work
individually and in groups to review specific research papers related to the topic. Oral presentations
to the class and a written summary with bibliography will be required.

Share your Recent Publication or Research Highlight

JOBS, GRANTS, & INTERNSHIPS

Postdoctoral Researcher in Avian Population Ecology
The Institute for Bird Populations (IBP) in Petaluma, California is seeking a Postdoctoral
Researcher in quantitative ecology to develop analyses of avian point count data collected on US
National Park Service (NPS) units to make inferences about population changes and abundance-
climate relationships. Work will be conducted under the supervision of IBP Research Ecologist Jim
Saracco, with opportunities to collaborate with additional IBP staff and NPS personnel. Start date:
January 2025; earlier/later start possible depending on availability. To apply: email a cover letter,
CV, and contact information for 3 references to James Saracco at jsaracco@birdpop.org. Review of
applications will begin October 18; position will remain open until filled. 

Quantitative disease ecologist postdocs
The National Wildlife Research Center and Utah State University are hiring three quantitative
disease ecology postdoctoral fellows: one in Fort Collins, CO and two in Logan, UT, to develop
models of SARS-CoV-2 and chronic wasting disease (CWD) in free-ranging deer. The models will
be used to understand and predict spatial disease transmission and persistence in wildlife
populations. The modelers will work with APHIS scientists and operational programs, academic and
state agency partners, and a broad network of disease ecologists (Targeted Surveillance
Research Group | Emerging wildlife diseases) to complete research objectives collaboratively.
To apply, send a cover letter and CV to kim.m.pepin@usda.gov (NWRC position) or
Kezia.manlove@usu.edu (USU positions).

Submit a Job Announcement

https://forms.office.com/r/P48iFiPVWp
https://www.birdpop.org/
https://www.targetedsurveillance.com/#:~:text=Collaborative research group from a team
https://ecology.colostate.edu/weekly-digest-submission/


GDPE Social Listserv - Please make sure to sign up here for the GDPE Social Listserv to keep up
with all the fun events we have planned this year!
GDPE Student Teams Channel - Join our Teams Channel here for all GDPE-related questions,
ideas, and discussions with fellow students.

Submit Photos

We want your photos! What are you up to, how is your field and lab work? Share them with us here.
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