
October 7, 2024

Dear Graduate Students,

This is a friendly reminder that the second due date for tuition and fees is approaching on October
10th.

If your tuition and fees are supported by your department, please take a moment to check your
student account to ensure that your bills are satisfied. If there are any discrepancies, please contact
your department as soon as possible. For those of you responsible for 25% of the fees as a GTA,
please make sure to pay your portion before the due date to avoid any late fees or holds on your
account.

Additionally, the residency petition for Spring 2025 will open on November 1st with a hard due date
of December 16th. We strongly encourage you to attend the orientation to understand what to
expect and to start gathering the necessary documents now to be ready for submission. This
deadline applies to students who entered the program in Spring 2024 and are hoping to obtain
residency status for the upcoming spring semester.

For those who started the program this fall, your petition will open on  April 1st with a hard due
date of June 30th, 2025. If you have any questions or need further assistance, please contact the
Office of Financial Aid .

We also want to remind you about the Distinguished Ecologist Seminar happening this
Wednesday, October 9th in BIO 136. Dr. Kevin Gurney (a GDPE alum!) will be visiting from
Northern Arizona University to give a talk on 'The path from academic research to ‘operations’: the
unfolding case of US greenhouse gas emissions.'

The seminar will start at 4:00 PM, with refreshments available from 3:00 to 4:00 PM. A reception will
follow from 5:00 to 6:30 PM at the Atrium on the 3rd floor. We look forward to seeing you all there!
Have a productive but fun week!

Mitskie

A Note About the Digest: Since this digest comes from a non-CSU email address, you may need
to click "trust content from this external sender" in Outlook to see images, or you could be missing
important information each week!
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DEADLINES

GDPE Deadlines
October 15 - GDPE Graduate Assistantship Application Deadline (including the GDPE Science
Communication Fellowship GSA) - see funding page

Other Deadlines
October 16 - NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program Application due
January 1 - AAAS Mass Media Science & Engineering Fellowship Application due

GDPE NEWS & EVENTS

Distinguished Ecologist
Seminar: Dr. Kevin Gurney
Please join GDPE in welcoming
our first Distinguished Ecologist
of the year, Dr. Kevin Gurney for
his talk "The path from academic
research to 'operations': the
unfolding case of US greenhouse
gas emissions information". The
seminar will be held this
Wednesday, October 9th at
4:00pm in Biology 136.
Refreshments will be served from
3:30-4:00pm. There will be a
reception directly following the
seminar at 5:00pm.

You can learn more about Dr. Gurney by reading the GDPE 'Pathways to Science' Q&A!

FRSES All-Committee Meeting
The Front Range Student Ecology Symposium (FRSES) organizing team will meet on Fridays from
12:00-1:00 PM. All interested students are welcome to attend! The next all-member meeting will
be held on October 11th in NR 345.

​FRSES Fundraiser / Happy Hour

Come support FRSES by attending their fundraising
happy hour at Stodgy Brewing Company on October
17 from 5 - 7 p.m.

FRSES will receive a percentage of beer sales when
people mention FRSES while ordering, so bring a
friend and enjoy some excellent local brews!

​Calling all artists! Help design a new GDPE logo
We are soliciting new GDPE logo designs from our talented student body. We've
had a lot of requests for merch with a new design to represent our lovely ecology

https://ecology.colostate.edu/funding/
https://ecology.colostate.edu/distinguished-ecologists/
https://ecology.colostate.edu/pathways-to-science-qa-dr-kevin-gurney/


program, so we are calling on you to help us create something great. All details for
submission are in the google form, and all file types are accepted with a maximum
1GB submission size. If you have any questions or would like to submit more than
one entry, email nicki.bailey@colostate.edu!

STUDENT DEFENSES

Ph.D. Defense Seminar
Kate Bazany

Drought drives changes in plant microbiome
communities

October 8, 2024
1:30 p.m.
NR 345

Ph.D. Defense Seminar
Brooke Berger

Avian Influenza Takes Flight: Host mobility,
viral prevalence, and transmission at large

spatial scales

October 9, 2024
10:00 a.m.

Yates 208 L

NON-GDPE EVENTS & CONFERENCES

75th Anniversary Celebration of Aldo
Leopold's A Sand County Almanac

Wednesday, October 30
5-8 p.m.
Lory Student Center Theater
FREE to attend!

CSU Graduate Student Showcase
The Graduate Student Showcase will be held on
Wednesday, November 20, 2024, in the LSC. At this
interdisciplinary event graduate students grow their

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVagtcmwaFWhJEYCJNuWsXNo-bxDgU6E1_GPzkCuO2rOZM4w/viewform


communication skills, compete for awards, network, and
showcase their hard work. The call for abstracts will
begin on August 26 and the call will remain open until
capacity is reached, or through October 4. Graduate
students from diverse fields of study can participate at
the GradShow. Abstracts are accepted for visual and
performing arts, research, and entrepreneurial work.
Thanks to the generosity of many sponsors, including all
eight colleges, students will be competing for an
anticipated $20K in scholarship awards in a variety of
categories — inclusive of research, entrepreneurship,
and creativity. 

Share your Recent Publication or Research Highlight

JOBS, GRANTS, & INTERNSHIPS

 Quantitative disease ecologist postdocs
The National Wildlife Research Center and Utah State University are hiring three quantitative
disease ecology postdoctoral fellows: one in Fort Collins, CO and two in Logan, UT, to develop
models of SARS-CoV-2 and chronic wasting disease (CWD) in free-ranging deer. The models will
be used to understand and predict spatial disease transmission and persistence in wildlife
populations. The modelers will work with APHIS scientists and operational programs, academic and
state agency partners, and a broad network of disease ecologists (Targeted Surveillance
Research Group | Emerging wildlife diseases) to complete research objectives collaboratively.
To apply, send a cover letter and CV to kim.m.pepin@usda.gov (NWRC position) or
Kezia.manlove@usu.edu (USU positions).

PhD Position - Vahsen Lab (Odum School of Ecology at the University of Georgia)
The Vahsen lab within the Odum School of Ecology at the University of Georgia (Athens, GA) is
seeking a PhD student for fall 2025 interested in eco-evolutionary dynamics and/or quantitative
ecology. Our lab investigates the role of rapid evolution in shaping and feeding back on ecosystem
processes, using coastal marsh sedges as a model system. Our research ranges from field-based
experiments to quantitative forecasting methods. More information about our research and work can
be found at https://mvahsen.weebly.com/. Interested applicants should email Dr. Megan Vahsen
(megan.vahsen@usu.edu) (1) a cover letter explaining why they are interested in the position and
their qualifications, (2) a copy of their resume/CV, (3) contact information for two academic or
professional references. Review of potential students will begin October 15, 2024.

ORISE Position - Improving Decisions in the Context of Climate Adaptation
A research opportunity is available with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS), Northeast Climate
Adaptation Science Centers (NE CASC), located in Amherst, Massachusetts. As part of NE CASC,
the chosen candidate will use decision analysis tools and techniques to help advance climate
adaptation for natural resource managers. They will be mentored by a team of decision scientists
and climate adaptation professionals, led by Toni Lyn Morelli, a Research Ecologist with the NE
CASC and Adjunct Associate Professor at University of Massachusetts Amherst. For more
information, click here.

Two Climate Change Fellow Positions with USDA-NRCS
USDA-NRCS is hiring two Climate Change Fellows for better understanding and measuring the
climate impacts of conservation and management practices and for improving carbon sequestration
and greenhouse gas (GHG) estimations. More details are available at
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/809216200. Note that the position will close on
09/26/2024.

https://forms.office.com/r/P48iFiPVWp
https://www.targetedsurveillance.com/#:~:text=Collaborative research group from a team
https://mvahsen.weebly.com/
https://www.zintellect.com/Opportunity/Details/DOI-USGS-2024-18
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/809216200


Recreation/Human Impacts Postdoc
The successful candidate will work in collaboration with PIs Mark Ditmer and George Wittemyer of
the US Forest Service Rocky Mountain Research Station and Colorado State University (CSU) on
the analysis of spatial data pertaining to the interaction between human space use, especially as it
pertains to recreation activity and wildlife space use. Project work will focus on using spatial
modeling to characterize human activity using some of the most complete data on human space use
with anonymized cellular locations and relate it to data on wildlife movement, occupancy, behavior,
and physiology. The direction of this research position will be crafted to take advantage of existing
spatial and movement datasets, the applicant’s expertise, and the capabilities of the research team.
Travel funds to work with scientists throughout the Rocky Mountain Research Station, attend
conferences, and computer support is available.To apply and view a full position announcement
please visit the job listing and submit by October 15, 2024 for full consideration.

Position Announcement - GS-11 Postdoc - USGS CERC - Abundance Modeling
Please see this job announcement for a position with the U.S. Geological Survey at the Columbia
Environmental Research Center (CERC). We are hiring a postdoc to tackle some abundance
modeling challenges in the Great Lakes. Please forward this on to any PhD students who may be
nearing completion of their work or freshly-minted PhDs that may be a good fit for the position with
the Quantitative and Conservation Ecology (QCE) team at USGS-CERC. The QCE team focuses on
cutting-edge research in invasive species management, population dynamics, and conservation. We
collaborate with scientists, managers, and policymakers on multi-disciplinary projects, including dam
removal and invasive fish studies. Our team blends hands-on fieldwork with advanced quantitative
methods, offering opportunities to apply data science to real-world ecological problems. Joining us
means contributing to impactful conservation efforts and gaining expertise in innovative research
techniques.

Postdoctoral position in atmospheric modeling at University of Utah
The Department of Atmospheric Sciences at the University of Utah has a Postdoctoral Scholar
position available to join our research team focused on understanding the emissions and transport
of greenhouse gases and pollution across the U.S. The postdoc will be carrying out simulations
using atmospheric models such as HYSPLIT/STILT, WRF, and other state-of-the-art modeling tools.
The atmospheric simulations will be combined with a variety of satellite and in-situ observations to
elucidate emissions from urban areas and other sources. There will be opportunities to work with
students and scientists across multiple universities and research institutions, as well as
opportunities to engage stakeholders about the scientic results. Interested applicants can find more
details and submit their applications here.

Submit a Job Announcement

GDPE Social Listserv - Please make sure to sign up here for the GDPE Social Listserv to keep up
with all the fun events we have planned this year!
GDPE Student Teams Channel - Join our Teams Channel here for all GDPE-related questions,
ideas, and discussions with fellow students.

Submit Photos

We want your photos! What are you up to, how is your field and lab work? Share them with us here.
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