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Thank you to everyone who attended Dr. Pejchar’'s DE seminar! It was a great turnout,
and it was wonderful to see the GDPE community come together. As we all start
feeling festive with the colder weather, | wanted to share some money tips to help keep
our spirits high and our credit balances low!

Budgeting with Purpose and Intention

Budgeting often struggles to work, but intentional spending and saving do. Effective
budgeting comes from clear intentions. What do you want to spend more money on?
Before making a purchase, consider what you're sacrificing. For instance, is a new
Patagonia jacket cutting into your travel fund to study wasps in Japan? Is DoorDash
really worth more than the new headlight you need for your next field study? Saving
with a purpose makes it easier to stick to your financial goals.

Coffee vs. Real Costs

Buying coffee isn’t usually the financial pitfall it's made out to be. The real culprits are
often late fees, unnecessary subscriptions, and penalties. Tackling these can save you
more than skipping your daily brew. To visualize, a $45 late fee or parking ticket could
buy seven lattes (with oat milk!).

Spend Wisely to Save

For students, major expenses often include car repairs, new cellphones/computers, and
medical fees, not coffee. Prepare for these by saving for emergencies but also
considering insurance options. Check your credit cards for benefits like purchase
protection, cellphone protection, and car insurance that can save you money.

Value Time Over Things

Instead of gifts, consider spending quality time with friends and family. Plan a lunch, a
hike, or a movie night together. Time is the most valuable commodity, and you are
essentially giving a valuable gift. Extra points for scheduling future meetups (send
invites in Outlook!) to keep the spirit of giving alive throughout the year.

Happy holidays and smart budgeting!
Mitskie
GDPE Support Specialist
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Thanks to everyone who attended the DE Seminar last week, it was a great turnout!

A Note About the Digest: Since this digest comes from a non-CSU email address, you may need
to click "trust content from this external sender” in Outlook to see images, or you could be missing

important information each week!
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GDPE Deadlines

February 1 - Annual Student Progress Report

Other Deadlines

DEADLINES

December 16 - NASA-MSU Professional Enhancement Awards
January 1 - AAAS Mass Media Science & Engineering Fellowship Application due
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Where: Road 34
| When: Wednesday, 11/20
from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

GDPE Happy Hour
Join GDPE for this pre-Thanksgiving-break
Happy Hour at Road 34! Details below.

Wednesday, November 20, 2024
5:30-7:30 pm
Road 34 (1213 W Elizabeth St)
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Calling all artists! Help design a new GDPE logo

We are soliciting new GDPE logo designs from our talented student body. We've
had a lot of requests for merch with a new design to represent our lovely ecology
program, so we are calling on you to help us create something great. All details for
submission are in the google form, and all file types are accepted with a maximum
1GB submission size. If you have any questions or would like to submit more than
one entry, email nicki.bailey@colostate.edu!
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M.S. Defense Seminar

Mattie Horn
Lodgepole pine resilience in Troublesome times: i . i
LG L e E Lodgepole pine resilience in Troublesome
ST S e times: The influence of stand-level
Matie Horn processes on regeneration following bark
IR beetle and fire disturbance in Rocky
November 12th, 2024 @ 11:00 AM MST Mountain National Paf'k, co
'WCNR 345
SHASUTR PSS o N‘j‘f&ber 12&/|230T24
COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY : a - m .

WCNR 345

M.S. Defense Seminar
Nicki Bailey Neighborhood income,
landscape, and local factors
drive differences in
pollinator biodiversity in

Denver city parks

Neighborhood income, landscape, and
local factors drive differences in pollinator
biodiversity in Denver city parks

Nicki Bailey | Master’s Defense Seminar

November 22, 2024 Advisor: John Mola
11:00 a.m. MST Friday, 11/22
WCNR 345 WCNR oo 345

GRADUATE DEGREE
PROGRAM IN ECOLOGY
'COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY.

NON-GDPE EVENTS & CONFERENCES



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVagtcmwaFWhJEYCJNuWsXNo-bxDgU6E1_GPzkCuO2rOZM4w/viewform

Paleoartists: Save the dates: March 22-23, 2025

Colorado School of Mines, Golden, CO

WIPS is doing it again: another fantastic symposium, All you have to do now is let me know if you
thatis! As it turns out, the event coincides with our40th  will plan to attend—at your earliest convenience,
anniversary as an organization. We would sincerely please. If so, I will be able to follow up with a
love to have you celebrate with us by displaying your more complete outline of the display area, art
art during the event. requirements, security fee, and other details as

we have done in the past.
The symposium will be at the Colorado School

of Mines in Golden. Since we are taking a look at Thanks for considering lending your talents
paleontological advances over the past four decades, to this important fund-raising event for WIPS
your artistic license in creating fossil-related artwork support of paleontological research and
is virtually limitless. :) education. Email Gary Raham, at biovisions@

+ Key discoveries rgaryraham.com or call 970-988-2425 to let me

PRSI know your intentions
« Revised opinions &

Looking back...

Ret_rOSPECtlveS: 13th Founders Symposium
Celebrating 4 Decades of Paleo Advances

NASA-MSU Professional Enhancement Awards

With support from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) and Michigan State
University (MSU) since 1998, NASA-MSU Professional Enhancement Awards have been given to
460 outstanding students, postdocs, and junior researchers (e.g., assistant professors) in ~180
institutions around the world. In 2025, a new set of awards will be available to cover expenses
associated with attending the meeting of IALE-North America Annual Meeting, which will be in
Raleigh, North Carolina, April 13-17, 2025. Awardees will also have opportunities to interact with
some leading scientists and other meeting attendees, including a special dinner on April 14, and a
proposed workshop and a proposed symposium on telecoupling and metacoupling. The
application deadline is December 16, 2024. For more information and the application form,
please click here. Questions can be directed to: Dr. Jianguo (Jack) Liu

IDRRN Science Communication Workshop: Preparing to work with the media

The Infectious Disease Research and Response Network (IDRRN), with OVPR TUNE funding, is
happy to present a series of workshops to address working with the media. The first workshop of
the series will focus on written communication. Join us as Dr. Jaime Jacobsen, Director of CSU’s
Center for Science Communication, provides insights and best practices to improve our ability to
provide visibility to the incredible science conducted across CSU. The workshop is designed for
anyone interested in improving their skillset with the media—undergraduate, graduate, postdoctoral
fellows, research associates, research scientists, residents, staff, and faculty.

“Preparing To Work With The Media: Written Communication for STEM Fields”
Monday, November 18th, 2:00 - 4:00pm in LSC 324
Dr. Jaime Jacobsen, Director of CSU’s Center for Science Communication

ECOL 592 SEMINARS (SPRING 2025)

ECOL 592-001: Distinguishing Aridity from Drought in Ecological Research
Instructor: Dr. Alan Knapp

In this course, students will review the ecological literature with a focus on the relationship between
aridity and drought, how often these two concepts are related, when they should and should not be
equated, and the consequences of conflating the two for our understanding of ecological systems.
Students will prepare presentations on key topics relevant to this this issue, provide weekly updates
on papers they have reviewed, with share noteworthy progress with the class. Students will work
individually and in groups to review specific research papers related to the topic. Oral presentations
to the class and a written summary with bibliography will be required.
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ECOL 592-002: Introduction to Plant Identification on the Front Range
Instructors: Dr. Carrie Havrilla, Nora Bales, Emily Swartz

Course description: The overarching objective of the course is to improve student plant identification
skills using Front Range plant communities. The specific goals of the course are to: Improve access
to plant ID training at CSU, introduce dichotomous keys, develop comfort with sight identification
with contextual and environmental clues, introduce the top 10 most speciose plant families found on
the front range, develop language to describe and use keys to identify plants, share and develop
comfort using relevant resources, and learn fundamentals of dominant plant communities on the
front range. There will be three field trips, with dates and locations TBD based on weather and
bloom patterns. Field trips will most likely occur towards the end of the semester and they will begin
one hour earlier and end one hour later than class is scheduled.

ECOL 592-003: Rewilding CSU: creating habitat for
ECOL 592 Spring 2025  birds, bees and butterflies on campus

Instructors: Dr. Liba Pejchar, Laura Lukens, Mikko

Jimenez
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our plans is ultimately not in our hands, we cannot
guarantee any particular outcome. However, by the end of this course, students will have greater
knowledge of and appreciation for the challenges and opportunities associated with urban habitat
restoration, and will have participated in a process that (hopefully, ultimately) benefits nature and
people on CSU’s campus. All are welcome, but students with expertise and interest in restoration
ecology, landscape architecture, community ecology, botany, and entomology are especially
encouraged to participate. This class is Pass/Fail and students will be evaluated based on their
attendance and active participation in course activities.

ECOL 592-004: Ecological data analysis: a bootcamp with Python
Instructor: Dr. Anping Chen

This is an advanced graduate-level course that dives into the cutting-edge applications of data
science in the field of ecology. This course is designed for students who want to explore how the
vast and diverse datasets generated in the era of modern technology can revolutionize ecological
research. With the course, students are expected to understand how big data analytics, machine
learning, and computational modeling can be harnessed to advance ecological studies. They will
also be offered the opportunity to explore real-world case studies and gain hands-on experience in
working with large ecological datasets, learning data preprocessing, analysis, and interpretation
techniques in Python. Throughout the course, students will develop the skills needed to navigate
this rapidly evolving field. Students are asked to finish a practical project relevant to their field of
research using big data. Performance will be graded based on attendance and project quality.

ECOL 592-005: Recent progress in theoretical and mathematical ecology: a journal club
Instructor: Dr. Anping Chen

Recent Progress in Theoretical and Mathematical Ecology: A Journal Club is designed to explore
the latest advancements in the field of theoretical and mathematical ecology. The course
emphasizes critical analysis and discussion of recent journal articles, fostering a deep
understanding of contemporary research methods, models, and findings. Students will engage in
weekly readings and discussions, promoting collaborative learning and the development of



analytical skills necessary for ecological research. The course provides an interactive platform for
students to stay updated on cutting-edge ecological theories and mathematical applications,
contributing to their academic and professional growth in ecology.

Share your Recent Publication or Research Highlight

JOBS, GRANTS, & INTERNSHIPS

Post-doctoral Research Fellowship Opportunity: Socioeconomic Indicators for Public Lands
Assessment/Monitoring & Public Participatory GIS

The Social & Economic Analysis Branch of the U.S. Geological Survey in Fort Collins, CO is seeking
a postdoctoral research fellow to work on two interdisciplinary science projects that address
information needs of public land managers. The first project involves identifying socioeconomic
indicators for assessment and long-term socioeconomic monitoring within the Bureau of Land
Management. The second project involves deploying a Public Participatory GIS tool to aid in
gathering information from people about their values for public lands and waters, which could be
considered during planning, permitting, and management efforts. The project will involve collecting
data using an online survey tool, analyzing geospatial data, and writing results. Click here for more
info.

Assistant Professor of Ecosystem Ecology NCSU

The Department of Applied Ecology at North Carolina State University invites applications for a
tenure-track faculty position in Ecosystem Ecology. We seek candidates who conduct innovative,
quantitative research that develops and applies principles of ecosystem ecology to address
pressing environmental issues. Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. For full
consideration by the search committee, submit your application by Tuesday, December 3, 2024 .
For additional information contact Dr. Alonso Ramirez, alonso.ramirez@ncsu.edu. Position details
and application requirements here.

Urban Ecology Postdoctoral Fellow at CSU

The successful candidate will collaborate with Dr. Sara Bombaci and undergraduate technicians on
NSF-funded research to collect and analyze data, publish research on socioeconomic status (SES)-
related biases in citizen science data, and investigate how SES, urban development, and natural
environments influence biodiversity across multiple cities. Salary is $61,000-$63,000 with benefits.
Funding is available for two years. Deadline: Nov 15, 2024. The proposed start date is negotiable
but could be as early as December 1, 2024. See the job listing here.

Job Opening - Wyoming Quantitative Wildlife Biologist

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department seeks a Quantitative Wildlife Biologist. This position
provides advanced analytical expertise to the Department and is part of the Department’s Science,
Research, and Analytical Support Unit. Specific duties include managing and analyzing the
Department’s extensive GPS datasets from both big-game and non-game species, administering
several aspects of the Department’s permitting process, and compiling data to support policy
decisions. Applicants should have a strong analytical skillset and a keen interest in wildlife
management. In addition, applicants should demonstrate a track record of effective interpersonal
communication. The position will be at the Cheyenne Headquarters Office (preferred) or an
approved regional office. Click here for details.

Submit a Job Announcement
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GDPE Social Listserv - Please make sure to sign up here for the GDPE Social Listserv to keep up
with all the fun events we have planned this year!

GDPE Student Teams Channel - Join our Teams Channel here for all GDPE-related questions,
ideas, and discussions with fellow students.

Submit Photos

We want your photos! What are you up to, how is your field and lab work? Share them with us here.
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